
OSPR Response to the Pipeline 
000547 Oil Spill

Natural Resources and Water Committee 
California Senate 

Thomas Cullen
OSPR Administrator

October 28, 2021

Chuck Bonham
Director



Office of Spill Prevention & Response

Created in 1991 by the Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil 
Spill Prevention and Response Act;

OSPR is the lead State agency for oil spill prevention 
and response in California
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Response

OSPR’s Protective “Umbrella”

• Verify adequate safety measures and 
monitoring in place

• Arriving vessel risk analysis
• Marine navigation oversight 
• Marine and petroleum facility pollution 

prevention and response visits

• Spill Dispatch Center
• Incident Command
• Oiled wildlife care and restoration
• Investigations (criminal and civil 

actions)

• Contingency planning 
• Regulations development
• Oil Spill Response Organization 

oversight
• Drills and exercises
• Specialized incident response training
• Demonstration of financial 

responsibility (insurance)
• Local Government Training and 

Coordination



Marine

Inland

pre-July 2014
OSPR’s efforts were limited to marine oil spills
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Area 
Contingency 
Plans (ACP)
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Unified Command
USCG – OSPR – Responsible Party –

Local Government

Operations

Emergency Response 

Environmental Recovery and 
Protection

Wildlife Operations: 
Reconn, Hazing, Recovery, Care and 

Processing

Planning

Resources, Documentation, 
Situation Units

Public Health Assessment Unit:  
Air, Water, Seafood

Environmental Unit:
SCAT, Endangered Sp, Shoreline Protection, Cultural/Historic 

Resources, Waste Management, Cleanup Endpoints

Logistics Finance

Command Staff: 
Safety, JIC, 

Liaison
Legal

Maritime Oil Spill Incident Command Structure

Nat. Res. Damage 
Assessment Investigation
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Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN)



Pipeline 000547





Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Techniques (SCAT) teams





Fisheries 
Closure







• Members of the public 
registered on OSPR’s website:  
10,000 (4,000 from Orange 
County)

• 561 volunteers were offered 
and 111 were trained in 
HAZWOPER 

• 4 Community Volunteer 
Deployments
• -Bolsa Chica State Beach 

South  
• -Bolsa Chica State Beach    

North
• -Doheny State Beach
• -Balboa Pier

• On average, 35 community 
volunteers attend each of the 
deployments











Future tasks after response

•Investigation (started)
•NRDA (started)
•Cost recovery (ongoing)
•After-Action Report



Thank You


