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Topics 

1. ASCE Background 
2. Report Card 
3. ASCE Policy positions relative to water 

infrastructure 



ASCE Background 

• Founded in 1852 
• 150,000 members in 

177 countries, about 
136,000 based in the 
USA 

• Over 18,000 members 
in Region 9 (California) 



ASCE Mission 
Provide essential value to our members and 
partners, advance civil engineering, and serve the 
public good.  
 
In carrying out our mission, ASCE: 
• Advances technology 
• Encourages lifelong learning 
• Promotes professionalism and the profession 
• Develops civil engineer leaders 
• Advocates infrastructure and environmental 

stewardship 



ASCE Infrastructure Report Card 

• Infrastructure 
assessment updated 
every 4-6 years 

• Done at regional, state 
and national levels 

http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org 

http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/


National report card 2013 



http://www.ascecareportcard.org 

http://www.ascecareportcard.org/


“C” for Water 

• Based on: 
– Seven regional report cards covering about 80 percent 

of the state’s population 
– Facilities operated by USBR, CA DWR, MWDSC  

• Considered: 
– Reliability of supply 
– Storage and distribution capacity 
– Seismic vulnerability 
– Security and safety 
– Water quality 
– Age and condition 

 



Report Card Highlights 
• Findings: 

– Delta is the “number one water supply challenge” 
– Significant funding will be needed at various levels of government 

• Recommended: 
– Address Delta risks 
– Develop additional storage 
– Develop desalination 
– Develop water use efficiency projects such as recycled water 
– Promote integrated regional water supply planning of mlti-benefit, 

multi-jurisdictional solutions 
– Support public education, and appropriate incentives for improving 

water use efficiency 
– Improve security against natural and manmade hazards 

 
 
 
 From Citizen’s Guide available at http://ascecareportcard.org/citizen_guides/Citizen's%20guide%202012_Revised.pdf#page=70 

 

http://ascecareportcard.org/citizen_guides/Citizen's%20guide%202012_Revised.pdf%23page=70


Report Card  
Funding Analysis 

• Nationwide: 
– Needed investment 

projected at $126B by 
2020, capital funding 
gap of $84B 

– Needs grow to $195B 
by 2040 with gap of 
$144B 

• California: 
– $46B over 10 years 
– $4.6B/year 
– 2006 report card 

identified $4B/year 
 
 

Item $B over 10-year 
period 

DWR funding 1 

Delta improvements 11 

Regional projects 
based on seven 
regional report cards 

32 

Regional projects not 
captured in regional 
reporting 

2 

Total $46B 



ASCE Region 9  
Water Policy Position Summary 

1. Emphasize water supply reliability, accounting for 
climate change 

2. Enhance regional sustainability 
3. Support funding based on beneficiary-pays 

principle 
4. Support sustainable groundwater management 
5. Support IRWM 
6. Maximize existing storage, provide additional 

storage where needed, based primarily on 
regional funding to meet regional needs 

7. Support increased water use efficiency to meet 
20x2020 

8. Expand use of recycled water 
9. Promote and subsidize desalination and other 

technologies 
10. Manage flood control systems to maximize 

capture and recharge 
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