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Peter Harbage, a Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress Action Fund 
and President of Harbage Consulting, has more than a decade of experience 
working to improve health policy at the federal, state and local level. He teaches 
on the American healthcare system at the University of Southern California’s 
School of Policy, Planning and Development and is a frequent contributor to 
UCS’s Annenberg School for Communication Health Journalism Fellowship 

program. Working almost exclusively with government agencies and non‐profit 

foundations, Peter has published extensively through his national research 
practice on health reform concepts and the public financing of health care. His 
clients include the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Commonwealth Fund, 
and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. His work also focuses on 

coalition‐building to find solutions to the pressing challenges facing health care 

systems in America. 
 
Peter has also been involved in crafting several major comprehensive health 
reform proposals. From 2003 to 2008, Peter served as the senior health policy 
advisor to presidential candidate and former Senator John Edwards. In 2007, he 
worked extensively with Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s health care reform 
team in California. Peter served as an Assistant Secretary for Health at the 
California Health and Human Services Agency under Governor Gray Davis, and 
as a Special Assistant to the Administrator of the federal Health Care Financing 
Administration under the Clinton Administration. His first health policy experience 
was as an intern on The White House Health Care Task Force in 1993. 
 
Peter’s expertise and insight make him a frequent source for reporters. He has 
appeared on CNN and NPR, and has been cited in the Los Angeles Times, the 
Washington Post, the San Francisco Chronicle and the Sacramento Bee. He is a 
frequent opinion writer. Peter graduated Phi Beta Kappa with High Honors from 
the University of Michigan, where he also earned a graduate degree in public 
policy. 
 


