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Kathryn Phillips leads lobbying and regulatory advocacy and overall administration of Sierra 

Club California. She began this role in August 2011. 

She previously directed transportation and air pollution work in California for Environmental 

Defense Fund, where she worked on regional, state and federal policy, and gained experience in 

agriculture policy and water policy. Before joining EDF, she was a senior policy advisor at the 

Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies, where she focused on air quality and 

transportation issues. Kathryn has been based in Sacramento since 2001. 

Kathryn holds a B.A in history from the University of California, Berkeley, an M.A. in 

Journalism from the University of Missouri, Columbia, and a Master of Public Policy degree, 

with a dual focus on natural resources and transportation, from the University of California, Los 

Angeles. A former journalist, she is the author of two books about environmental issues. 

 


