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Coordinated Disaster Debris Removal Programs 

• Pursuant to Governor’s 
Proclamation of a State of 
Emergency. 
 

• “As necessary to assist local 
government and for the 
protection of public health and 
the environment, (agencies) 
arrange for materials and services 
to remove dangerous debris . . .” 
 

• Mission: Protection of public 
health and safety from impacts of 
ash, debris, and hazardous 
materials.   

• Accelerate the recovery process. 
 



• State Partners 

• CalOES 

• CalEPA 

• CalRecycle 

• DTSC 

• Regional Water Quality 
Control Boards 

• Dept. of Finance 

• DGS 

• Federal Partners 

• USEPA 

• USACE 

• FEMA 

• Local Partners 

• County/City Governments and 
Agencies 

• Tribal Governments 

• Local Air Pollution Control Districts 

• Solid Waste Local Enforcement 
Agencies 

 

Responding Agencies: One Team – One Fight 



• Safety: Ensuring crew, resident, and community safety 
during and after our operations. 
 

• Documentation: Documenting sites, expectations, 
deliverables, and outcomes. 
 

• Communication: Communicating with residents, local 
government, partner agencies, and within the teams to 
maintain awareness and problem solve. 

Disaster Debris Removal and Recovery  
Operating Principles 



• Active and ongoing engagement with CalOES. 
 

• Dialogue and collaboration with local governments. 
 

• Community meetings. 
 

• Developing operations plans, staffing plans and schedules, 
contract documents, and preparing solicitations. 

 

Disaster Debris Removal and Recovery  
Pre-operational Process 



Incident Year Properties Duration 

Tonnage 
Collected Cost 

Angora Fire, El Dorado County 2007 256 11 Weeks 73,004 $7 Million 

San Bruno PG&E Natural Gas Line 
Explosion, San Mateo County 

2010 35 4 Weeks 7,913 $2 Million 

Boles Fire, City of Weed 2014 134 7 Weeks 30,691 $6.4 Million 

Round Fire, Mono County 2015 41 5 Weeks 9,239 $5.0 Million 

Trinity Complex of Fires, Trinity 
County 

2015/16 60 3 Weeks 1,446 $2.1 Million 

Rocky and Jerusalem Fires, Lake 
County 

2015 83 4 Weeks 9,545 $4.7 Million 

Valley Fire, Lake County 2015/16 1,140 18 Weeks 252,434 $91.7 Million 

Butte Fire, Calaveras County 2015/16 883 24 Weeks 235,263 $111.4 Million 

Erskine Fire, Kern County 2016 301 8 Weeks 50,446 $20.2 Million 

Clayton Fire, Lake County 2016 157 6 Weeks 34,498 $10.2 Million 

Detwiler Fire, Mariposa County 2017 113 8 Weeks 28,368 $10.5 Million 1 

Helena Fire, Trinity County 2017 67 6 Weeks 29,972 $8.0 Million 1 

Wind Fire, Nevada, Yuba and Butte 
Counties 

2017 250 1 8 Weeks 1 Unavailable $35.0 Million 1 

Sulphur Fire, Lake County 
(Gooseneck) 

2017 12 1 4 Weeks Unavailable $1.4 Million 

Thomas Fire, Ventura County 2018 6501 12 Weeks Unavailable $58.5 Million 1 

Mud Slides, Santa Barbara County 2018 Unknown 6 weeks Unavailable $2.0 Million 1 
1 Estimated. 

Disaster Debris Removal Operations Summary 



• USACE 
• Napa County 
• Sonoma County 
• Mendocino County 
• Lake County 

• CalRecycle 
• Butte County 
• Nevada County 
• Yuba County 
• Lake County (Gooseneck) 
• Trinity County 
• Ventura County 
• Santa Barbara County 

(Ventura Fairgrounds 
Operation) 

 

Fall/Winter 2017 Wildfires/Mudslides 
Agency Responsibility for Debris Removal/Affected Counties 



 

• Incident Status Summary (02/17/2018) 
• Inbound 

• Estimated Totals: 
• Mixed Debris – 1,987 loads at est. 28,832 CY 
• Rock – 61 loads at est. 1,086 CY 

• Outbound 
• Estimated Totals: 

• Soil – 29,628 CY 
• Rock – 2,268 CY 
• Wood – 1,296 CY 
• Waste – 162 CY 
• Metal – 43 CY 

 

Ventura Fairgrounds Transfer/Processing Operation 
Santa Barbara County 



Classified as an Emergency Transfer/Processing Operation. 

Ventura Fairgrounds Operation 





Ventura City/County Recovery 
Debris Removal Steps 

• Hazardous Materials 

• Site Assessment 

• Asbestos Survey and Removal 

• Vehicles / Chimneys 

• Metals 

• Ash/Debris 

• Concrete 

• Soil Confirmation Sampling 

• Erosion Control 

• Final Inspection 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

•  Incident Status Summary (02/19/2018)  
• 676 - Sites registered for the removal project  

• 7 - Sites withdrawn from program (self-certification)  

• 13 - Sites not eligible  

• 657 - Sites assessed  

• 651 - Asbestos surveys completed  

• 138 - Sites with bulk asbestos containing material  

• 100 - Sites abated of bulk asbestos containing material  

• 155 - Number of parcels with debris removal completed  

• 43 - Sample results approved  

• 5 - Erosion control completed (including waived thus far)  

• 2 - Approved for redevelopment  

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Damaged property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Damaged property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Destroyed property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Destroyed property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Destroyed property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Destroyed property. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Air monitoring station. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Crew working with monitor. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



Property with initial debris removal completed. 

Ventura City/County Recovery 



 
 
Questions and 
Discussion 

Ken DaRosa,  
Chief Deputy Director  

CalRecycle 

ken.darosa@calrecycle.ca.gov 

916.341.6544 
 


