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California’s transportation sector is 

over 95% dependent on petroleum 
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Percent breakdown of California’s fuel consumption 

Data sources: CEC, estimate for year 2007 based on energy consumption. Jet fuel not included. 
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California’s over-dependency on oil 

results in a large transfer of wealth 
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$65 billion  

spent at  

the pump 

Data source: Estimates based on volume and cost data available at CEC, BOE, and U.S. EIA websites.  

$41 billion sent 

outside the state to 

import crude oil and 

petroleum products 
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Oil industry investments in oil exploration and 

production dwarf their investments in low-

carbon fuels 
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Source: Graphics reproduced from IEA World Energy Outlook 2009, Figures 3.1 and 3.4 

Worldwide upstream capital expenditures 

* A fraction of the biorefinery investments shown were made by oil companies.  
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The LCFS targets can be achieved with sufficient 

investment and regulatory certainty 
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Natural gas with some 
biomethane

Other Advanced Biofuels

Renewable Gasoline and Diesel

Biodiesel (Non-soy)

2nd Generation Ethanol

Cleaner Corn and Sugarcane 
Ethanol

Hydrogen

Electricity

2015 
Standard

* Additional reduction opportunities through improving existing crude oil production practices 

are not shown here 

Potential reduction opportunities by 2015 
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Thank You 

 
smui@nrdc.org 

415/875-6700 

111 Sutter Street, San Francisco CA 

 

For more information regarding NRDC 

http://www.nrdc.org/ 
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