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The share of Californians age 25 or older 
who did not have a high school degree was 
19.0 percent in the years 2008 to 2012, but 
there were significant differences across 
California counties. Nevada County had the 
lowest share (5.0 percent), while Imperial 
County had the highest (36.2 percent). 

Educational Attainment: Variation by County
Percentage of People Age 25 or Older Without a High School Diploma, 2008-2012 

Source: US Census BureauCALIFORNIA BUDGET PROJECT  |  www.cbp.org
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.

Source: US Census Bureau

The share of Californians age 25 or older who did not have a high school degree was 19.0 percent in the years 2008 to 2012, 
but there were significant differences across California counties. Nevada County had the lowest share (5.0 percent), while 
Imperial County had the highest (36.2 percent). 
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English Language Proficiency: Variation by County
Percentage of People Ages 18 to 64 Who Speak English Less Than “Very Well,” 2008-2012

Source: US Census BureauCALIFORNIA BUDGET PROJECT  |  www.cbp.org
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.

The share of Californians ages 18 to 64 
who speak English less than “very well” 
was 21.7 percent in the years 2008 
through 2012. This statewide share 
obscures significant differences across 
California counties. Trinity County had 
the lowest share (1.0 percent), while 
Imperial County had the highest (33.8 
percent).  
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.

Source: US Census Bureau

The share of Californians ages 18 to 64 who speak English less than “very well” was 21.7 percent in the years 2008 through 
2012. This statewide share obscures significant differences across California counties. Trinity County had the lowest share 
(1.0 percent), while Imperial County had the highest (33.8 percent).   
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English Language Proficiency: Variation by County
Percentage of People Ages 18 to 64 Who Speak English Less Than “Very Well,” 2008-2012
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California’s overall poverty rate masks 
significant differences in poverty across 
California counties. In the years 2008 
through 2012, during which the state 
poverty rate averaged 15.3 percent, county 
poverty rates ranged from a low of 7.4 
percent in San Mateo County to a high of 
24.8 percent in Fresno County and Tulare 
County.

Poverty Rate: Variation by County
Percentage of People With Incomes Below the Federal Poverty Line, 2008-2012 

Source: US Census BureauCALIFORNIA BUDGET PROJECT  |  www.cbp.org
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.
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Note: Five years of data are used to produce more accurate estimates at the county level.

Source: US Census Bureau

California’s overall poverty rate masks significant differences in poverty across California counties. In the years 2008 through 
2012, during which the state poverty rate averaged 15.3 percent, county poverty rates ranged from a low of 7.4 percent in San 
Mateo County to a high of 24.8 percent in Fresno County and Tulare County.
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