Senate Human Services Committee

SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION

CalWORKs
SB 188
CalWORKs Eligibility: Income: California National Guard Earnings
(Simitian)
and Payments

Provides an income disregard for any military pay received by deployed National Guard member families in determining cash grant assistance under the CalWORKs program.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
SB 493
Cal-Learn Program: School Age Teens
(Kuehl)
Extends eligibility for the Cal-Learn program, which helps pregnant and parenting teens attend school, to certain otherwise ineligible teen parents. 

Extends Cal-Learn eligibility by a cumulative three-month period to participants who have been deemed ineligible due to not meeting residential or academic requirements. 

Requires that California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids program cash benefits and Cal-Learn program services be provided during the transitional three-month period. 

Requires the Department of Social Service to review Cal-Learn regulations and practices to clarify eligibility rules. 

Status:  In Assembly Appropriations Committee – 2 year bill
SB 786
Public Assistance: Home Visits
(McClintock)
Establishes a statewide requirement for all welfare applicants to participate in a home visit from a District Attorney’s Office investigator within 10 days of application.

Status:  In Senate Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
SB 1071
CalWORKs: COLA Elimination
(McClintock)
Strikes the provision in statute which provides for an annual cost of living adjustment for cash aid recipients. 


Reduces the maximum aid payment by 6.5 percent, not including any cost of living adjustment resulting in 2003 gubernatorial action to reduce the vehicle license fee. 

Provides that any cost of living adjustment made in relation to 2003 reductions in the vehicle license fee will be in effect only until the date the budget passes (or a court decision is rendered in the case Guillen v. Schwarzenegger, whichever comes first).

Status:  In Senate Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
AB 368
CalWORKs
(Evans)
States principles governing state implementation of federal reauthorization of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant and requires preparation of a report outlining state options under federal law.

Provides that the Department of Social Services (DSS) and counties implement changes mandated by Congress in the federal reauthorization of the TANF block grant.

States principles governing state implementation, including satisfaction of federal work participation rates, the availability of varied employment and support services to prepare recipients for self-sufficiency, assurance of available child care, maintenance of a safety net for children and promotion of family stability and unity.

Requires DSS to prepare a report describing state policy and fiscal option available under the federal TANF reauthorization law within 60 days of its enactment.

Status:  Held in Senate Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
AB 379
CalWORKs
(Evans)
Specifies that secondary school studies can be counted as permissible core California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) welfare-to-work activities under designated circumstances, and that participation in extended vocational education or in other activities necessary to obtain unsubsidized employment does not alter counties’ authorization to count some non-core activities as core activities under designated circumstance.

Adds satisfactory progress in a secondary school as an allowable welfare-to-work activity countable toward the 20 hours of required core activities 


to the extent hours spent in secondary education cannot be accomplished within the remaining hours of required activities.

Provides that activities which are currently countable toward the 20 hours of core welfare-to-work activities are not precluded from being so counted because a participant is also engaged in county-approved welfare-to-work activities which are not listed as either core or non-core activities.

Status:  Provisions removed from original version heard in committee
AB 696
Public Social Services: CalWORKs and Food Stamp Program
(Chu)
Adopts a package of measures designed to reduce paperwork and administrative barriers to access to food stamp and CalWORKs benefits.  

Establishes categorical eligibility for food stamps for persons receiving Medi-Cal health care who receive or qualify for benefits or services funded by the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 855
CalWORKs
(Bass)
Allows certain drug felons to receive CalWORKs cash grant assistance when amenability to treatment is documented.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 1743
Child Support
(Judiciary)
Requires the Department of Social Services, in consultation with the Department of Child Support Services, to establish regulations by which the county welfare department can determine if it is contrary to the best interests of a child to refer his or her case to the local child support agency for child support services, to include not only federally funded foster care cases, but all other foster care cases, as well as Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment Program cases.

Clarifies that the family reunification-child support compromise program applies to CalWORKs cases where the child is subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court under Welfare & Institutions Code Section 300 and has been removed from the parental home and placed with a caretaker relative by court order.

Status:  Chapter 198, Statutes of 2005
Child Care
SB 539
Child Day Care: CalWORKs Child Care Program
(Ashburn)
Prohibits payments to license-exempt subsidized child care providers until a criminal background clearance has been obtained. 

Prohibits payments in counties operating the Trustline Automated Registration Process to a license-exempt child care provider with funds from the Alternative Payment Program, federal Child Care and Development Block Grant program or Stage 1 of the CalWORKs child care program until the State Department of Education (SDE) confirms that the provider is a registered Trustline child care provider or is exempted from registration. 

Requires that, in counties operating the Trustline Automated Registration Process, payments to a license-exempt child care provider cease
immediately if either:

· SDE discovers that the provider has been convicted of a crime for which SDE has not granted a criminal record exemption; or,
· The provider's Trustline registration is revoked.

Status:  Failed passage in the Assembly Human Services Committee.


             Reconsideration granted – 2 year bill
AB 1285
Child Care Services
(Montanez)
Authorizes the County of Los Angeles to use funds allocated for the retention of child care employees for providers in licensed programs which do not contract with the State Department of Education (SDE).  

Provides that funds may be used by Los Angeles County for providers in programs not contracting with SDE only to the extent that they are unexpended after addressing retention in state-subsidized centers and family child care home education networks.  Limits the use of the funds to those unexpended in the 2000-01, 2004-05, and 2005-06 Budget Acts.

Provides that only programs which serve a majority of children receiving subsidized care may qualify for the funds.

Status:  Chapter 650, Statutes of 2005
AB 1565
Child Day Care Facilities: Star Quality Rating System
(Pavley)
Requires the State Department of Education (SDE) to develop and oversee a contract to be awarded to an independent contractor for the study of the development, implementation and evaluation of the effectiveness of a

quality rating system for child day care centers and family day care homes.

Requires SDE to contract with a consultant to develop a request for proposal by March 31, 2006 and to select a contractor no later than May 31, 2006.

Requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to select an advisory group to be staffed by the SDE consultant hired for this project.

Requires the independent contractor to consult with the advisory group about all aspects of the study and to solicit public input.

Requires the independent contractor to produce a final report no later than one year after the contract is executed.  This report shall including the findings from the study and the recommendations made by the advisory group and the general public.

Requires the independent contractor to provide an oral report to the Legislator at a public policy hearing no later than one year after the contract is executed.

Requires the report to address issues as specified, including the definition of quality child care, the best indicators of quality child care and the results of the field test of the measurements of quality indicators.

Appropriates $1.5 million as identified in the Budget Act of 2005 for the purpose of funding an independent contractor to execute the study and produce the required report.

Appropriates $345,000 to SDE from any available federal Child Care and Development Fund money to hire a consultant for two years and six months to develop the request for proposal, staff the advisory group and oversee and monitor the contract as specified.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 1601
Child Care: Provider Registration: Background Checks
(Laird)
Adds aunts and uncles to the set of persons who must undergo criminal record and child abuse central index clearances to be paid for caring for state-subsidized children, and more quickly suspends from payment any person who is determined to have a criminal record of more than traffic infractions.


Adds aunts and uncles to the list of persons who must register with trustline in order to receive payment for caring for subsidized children, upon sufficient appropriation in the Budget Act to cover any increased costs as determined by the Department of Social Services (DSS).

Allows electronic notification to child care agencies and county welfare departments by the trustline registry of the status of applicants and registered providers.

Requires that a trustline application with fingerprints be filed within 14 
days of the parent or guardian's application for child care, with the payment agency allowed to grant an additional 14 days at its discretion.

Directs DSS, by July 1, 2006, to provide to the administrator of the trustline registry the name of the appropriate exemption analyst and whether the trustline applicant could qualify for an exemption for any violations found.

Provides that payments for child care shall cease if criminal history or child abuse information is received from the Department of Justice or is voluntarily provided by the trustline applicant and DSS does not grant an exemption.

Directs DSS and the State Department of Education, in coordination with various child care associations and by July 1, 2006, to develop and make available an official state information pamphlet for current and future licensed child care providers describing the role that state agencies and licensed child care providers play in California's child care system.

States that this pamphlet shall be developed and distributed with private funds.

Provides that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts can be made pursuant to law.

Status:  Failed passage in the Senate Human Services Committee.


  Reconsideration granted – 2 year bill
Child Welfare
SB 358
Child Care for Foster Children
(Scott)
Allows foster parents, approved relative caregivers or approved non-relative extended family members to hire short-term babysitters to supervise the foster child without the health screening and fingerprinting required of licensed or certified foster parents. 

Exempts appropriate short-term babysitters including adult friends and family members as well as the parents of a foster child's friend to supervise the foster child from the fingerprinting and background clearance check requirements. 

Requires foster parents and other approved caregivers to use a "reasonable and prudent parent standard" in selecting appropriate individuals to act as a short-term babysitter for the foster child. 

Defines "short-term" as a period of no more than 24 consecutive hours.

Status:  Chapter 628, Statutes of 2005
SB 436
Foster Care: Transitional Housing
(Migden)
Requires any county that provides transitional housing placement services for foster youth to report a description of currently available transitional housing resources for foster youth. 

Requires counties to include in their annual Independent Living Program report a description of currently available transitional housing resources in relation to the number of emancipating pregnant or parenting foster youth in the county. 

Requires counties to create a plan for meeting any unmet transitional housing needs of the emancipating pregnant or parenting foster youth. 

Status:  Chapter 629, Statutes of 2005
SB 500
AFDC-FC: Pregnant and Parenting Foster Youth
(Kuehl)
Specifies that both the foster youth who is the teen parent and the foster youth who is the child may be placed in the same licensed or approved foster care facility if the teen foster parent is receiving reunification services with respect to that child. 

Specifies that whole family foster homes are to be licensed by the Community Care Licensing Division of the Department of Social Services and requests a new rate for "whole family foster home," as defined in this bill. 

Requires a teen parent in foster care who has full or partial custody of their child to work with the social worker, court and others to design a written shared responsibility plan designed to preserve and strengthen the teen 
parent family unit and to assist the teen parent in ultimately providing an independent safe and stable home for their child. 

Requires that once the responsibility plan has been completed and provided to the appropriate agencies, the new rate shall be increased by an additional $200 per month to reflect the increased mentoring to be provided to the teen parent while he/she is placed in the whole family foster home. 

Status:  Chapter 630, Statutes of 2005
SB 726
Dependent Children
(Florez)
Creates Adam’s Law to emphasize to foster parents the importance of providing courts with information to determine whether a noncustodial parent is an appropriate placement for a foster child. 

Allows the court to order a noncustodial parent who is assuming custody of a child following removal from the other parent (1) to be subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, and (2) to have a home visit, made by a social worker, within three months of placement.  In determining whether to take such action, the court must consider any concerns that have been raised by the child's current caregiver regarding the noncustodial parent. 

Requires a county social worker to inform a foster child's caretaker that he or she has a right to provide the court with input regarding the placement of the child.  Requires the county social worker to provide the caregiver information form to caregivers and request that they provide any particular information the caregiver might have regarding the noncustodial parent. 

Requires the caregiver information form, if completed, to be attached to the social worker's report or returned to the court for review and consideration before placement with the noncustodial parent.

Status:  Chapter 632, Statutes of 2005
AB 363
Child and Family Service Review System
(Chu)
Creates the child welfare services outcomes and accountability incentive fund to be used by counties as they implement improvements outlined in their federal child and family service review.

Establishes a fund consisting of money appropriated by the Legislature in the annual Budget Act.



Requires the Department of Social Services to establish a process for allocating the moneys in the fund to counties that are not already receiving
funds, in the 2005-06 Budget Act or subsequent budget acts, for implementation of program improvements.

Requires the allocation process to take into account the extent to which the proposed funding would be used for activities that are reasonably expected to help the county make progress toward their outcome measures, as specified.

Requires, to the extent possible, that counties use moneys received through this fund in a manner that enables the county to draw down additional federal, state and local funds, while noting that the counties' inability to receive additional matching funds shall not play a determining factor in the allocation process.

Status:  Chapter 296, Statutes of 2005
AB 824
AFDC – FC Benefits: Transitional Housing
(Chu)
Expands the eligibility for the Transitional Housing Program-Plus for emancipated foster youth by extending the maximum eligible age from 21 to 24 years.  Deletes a part of the Welfare and Institutions Code that no longer applies to any foster youth.

Status:  Chapter 636, Statutes of 2005
AB 880
Dependent Children
(Cohn)
Requires the California Department of Social Services (DSS) in conjunction with stakeholders to draft guidelines outlining best practices in the use of advanced technology to assist counties in identifying all relatives and nonrelative-extended family members at the earliest possible moment for the foster child.

Ensures that a search for relative caregivers is initiated before permanent placement decisions are made for children who are unable to be reunited with their parents.

Ensures that children are actively involved in their case plan and permanence planning process.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 1116
Community Care Facilities: Foster Children: Injections
(Yee)
Authorizes foster parents, under certain conditions, to administer
injections for diabetes shock or other prescribed medication to a foster child.

Specifies that a relative caregiver, non-relative extended family member, foster family home parent, small family home parent, certified parent of a foster family agency, substitute caregiver of a foster family home or a certified family home, or group home direct care staff member in specific instances can administer injections or utilize auto-injectors to provide emergency medical aid to a foster child in their care.

Allows a relative caregiver and others, as specified, to inject with insulin a child in their care who has diabetes and to provide the supportive activities related to the preparation and administration of the insulin injection, including glucose testing and monitoring.

Allows a relative caregiver and others, as specified, to inject a child subcutaneously with medication as authorized and prescribed by the child's physician.

Requires a licensed health care professional, as he or she deems necessary, periodically to review, correct or update the training required of the foster child's caregiver.


Status:  Chapter 637, Statutes of 2005

(Note: this bill’s contents were heard by committee as AB 1179)
AB 1412
Dependent Children: Out-of-Home Placements
(Leno)
Creates a phased-in expansion of the requirement that county child welfare workers ask children 10 years of age or older, beginning with those children placed with a non-relative, about important adult relationships and to make efforts to support those relationships.

Requires a court to determine whether the agency has made reasonable efforts to maintain the child's relationships with individuals other than the child's siblings who are important to the child consistent with the child's best interests.

Specifies that every foster child has the right to be involved in the development of his or her case plan and plan for permanent placement.

Status:  Chapter 640, Statutes of 2005
AB 1633
Foster Children: High School: Social Security Assistance
(Evans)
Requires the California Department of Social Services (DSS) to convene a workgroup to develop best practice guidelines for county welfare departments to assist children residing in the state's or a county's custody who are eligible for Social Security and SSI/SSP benefits. 

Extends the opportunity for foster youth to remain in foster care beyond the age of 18 years old if they are pursuing a high school equivalency certificate.

Ensures that foster youth are informed of their specific rights and responsibilities for the continued receipt of SSI/SSP benefits.

Status:  Chapter 641, Statutes of 2005
AB 1774
Child Welfare Services: Criminal Record Checks
(Human Services)
Resolves several inconsistencies in background check processes for child placement purposes.

Changes the timeline for a social worker check of a relative caretaker fingerprint clearance from five judicial days to 10 calendar days

Requires that the Department of Justice charge a fee for each federal level criminal offender record information request submitted. 

Status:  In Senate Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
ACR 58
Foster Youth
(Parra)
Recognizes the rights of foster as outlined in state law and urges various entities that work with foster youth to assist foster youth in understanding their rights and available resources. 

Recognizes the creation of local foster care ombudsperson offices and the centralization of foster youth resources as promising steps toward ensuring that foster youth are informed of and can access services.


Requests that outreach activities for the Ombudsperson be fully funded, including, but not limited to, a travel budget.

Requests the expansion of the scope of the Ombudsperson to include the ability to report independently to the public and the Legislature regarding foster youths' concerns and complaints.



Urges the State Department of Social Services, the State Department of Education, the State Department of Mental Health, the County Welfare Directors Association, the California Judicial Council, the California Foster Parent Association, the California Alliance for Children and Family Services, and the California Chief Probation Officers Association to 

develop practices that will facilitate making foster youth aware of their rights and available resources.

Status:  Senate Floor inactive file – 2 year bill
AJR 10
Foster Care Services: Funding: Title IV-E Waiver
(Chu)
Urges the federal government to approve California’s application for a Title IV-E Waiver and urges the Department of Social Services to work with the federal government to expedite approval but also to work with the counties on improvements in outcomes for at-risk abused and neglected children.

Status:  Resolution Chapter 68, Statutes of 2005
Disabilities and Developmental Services
SB 258
Mental Health: Client Rights
(Chesbro)
Requires the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to establish a work group and report to the Legislature by February 15, 2007, with recommendations for improving the quality of care at residential care facilities providing housing and care to adults with mental health issues.

Status:  In Assembly Appropriations Committee – 2 year bill
SB 481
Self-Directed Services
(Chesbro)
Expands and recasts the Self Determination Program which allows certain regional center clients to become self-directed, more specifically enabled to make decisions regarding which services and at what level services are needed/desired by an individual client within defined parameters. 

States that the provisions of the bill will be implemented only to the extent that funds for this purpose are appropriated by the Legislature in the


annual Budget Act or other statute.

Status:  In Assembly Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
SB 962
Adult Residential Facility For Persons With Special Health Care
(Chesbro)
Needs: Pilot Project

Establishes a new type of licensed community care and residential facility as part of a pilot project to serve people with developmental disabilities living at Agnews Developmental Center. 

Provides that the Department of Social Services (DSS) and the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) may jointly license an Adult Residential facility for Persons with Special Health Care Needs (ARFPSHN) to provide 24-hour services to up to five adults with developmental disabilities who have special health care and intensive support needs, as defined. 

Provides that DSS and DDS enter into a memorandum of understanding outlining shared licensing, monitoring, complaint investigation, and administrative responsibilities, delineated in the following manner: 

· DSS shall be responsible for conducting criminal background checks, employee actions, and may temporarily suspend a license

· DDS shall be responsible for certifying and decertifying programs and providers and oversight of regional centers (RCs) in their vendorization of ARFPSHNs. 

· RCs shall monitor and enforce compliance of the program and health and safety requirements, including monitoring and evaluating the quality of care and intensive support services, as defined.

Status:  Chapter 558, Statutes of 2005
AB 609
Agnews Developmental Center: Closure
(Lieber)
Requires the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) to establish the Agnews Developmental Center Campus Advisory Group to provide the Legislature with recommendations regarding the disposition of the real property of the Agnews Developmental Center campus.

Requires the advisory group to be convened by DDS by March 1, 2006, to report its recommendations to the Human Services and Budget Committees by June 30, 2006, and to be dissolved on August 31, 2006.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 1378
Developmental Services Facilities
(Lieber)
Authorizes the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) to provide state employees to operate any facility if DDS determines that this will assist in meeting the goal of closing Agnews Developmental Center (Agnews).

Exempts persons who, in connection with the closure of Agnews, provides developmental services, from provisions of the Public Contract Code which prohibit former state employees from entering into a contract with the state agency which previously employed them. 

Expresses the Legislature's intent to ensure continuity of care and to seek and implement recommendations to retain Agnews staff as employees for crisis management, specialized services and support in community homes to assist persons with behavioral and psychiatric needs. 

Status:  Chapter 538, Statutes of 2005
AB 1535
Developmental Services
(Bass)
Requires the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) to conduct a study once every three years comparing per capita expenditures by ethnic group.


Gathers data on the number of non-English speaking clients, the volume of notices prepared in a language other than English.  All this data is required to be posted on the website of the Department, linking users to the actual reports.

Status:  Senate inactive file -- 2 year bill
Facilities: Licensing
SB 141
Residential Care Facilities: Preadmission Fee Refunds
(Soto)
Establishes a refund policy in state law for any preadmission fees paid by a new resident of a facility licensed as a residential care facility for the elderly.

Status:  Chapter 250, Statutes of 2005
SB 244
Continuing Care Retirement Communities
(Romero)
Establishes various rights for residents of continuing care retirement communities (CCRCs) and creates a new process governing transfers between levels of care. 

Gives prospective CCRC residents the rights to visit each of the different care levels and inspect assisted living and skilled nursing home licensing reports. 


Gives CCRC residents the rights to manage their financial affairs, to make donations or purchases which are not conditions of entry or eligibility for services, and to organize and participate freely in independent residents associations. 

Requires each CCRC community to prominently post a notice that a copy of applicable rights are available upon request from the provider, that residents have a right to file a complaint with DSS for any violation of those rights, and that a complaint may be filed through specified means. 

Gives residents a right of prompt and timely review of the transfer process by the Continuing Care Contracts Branch (CCCB) of DSS, and requires CCCB's decision to be in writing and determine whether the provider failed to comply with statutorily-required procedures. 

Requires the CCRC contract to contain a statement of billing practices, procedures and timelines, requires the provider to allow a minimum of 14 days between the date a bill is sent and the date payment is due, and allows assessment of a late payment only if the amount and condition for the penalty are stated in this bill.

Status:  Chapter 454, Statutes of 2005
Group Homes
SB 679
Aid To Families With Dependent Children-Foster Care: 
(Simitian)
Group Homes: Definition

Includes within the definition of "group home," as defined by state law, a non-detention licensed resident home operated by the County of San Mateo with a capacity of up to 25 beds that provides services in a group setting to children in need of care and supervision.

Status:  Chapter 268, Statutes of 2005
SB 1034
Community Care Facilities: Wards Of The Juvenile Court: 
(Hollingsworth)
County Residency


Requires at least 2⁄3 of residents housed by a state-funded or state-reimbursed facility that serves wards of the juvenile court to be wards of the court of the county in which the facility is located.

Status:  In Senate Human Services Committee – 2 year bill
SB 1046
Sex Offenders:  Group Homes:  Parole Facilities

(Hollingsworth)
Prohibits any person convicted of any felony from owning, operating, managing or being employed within a residential facility under contract with the Department of Corrections for parolees if there is one or more registered sex offender placed or residing in the facility.


Requires the director to “adopt ruless and regulations, as necessary, to further the objectives” of this provision.


Status:  Failed passage in the Senate Public Safety Committee –


2 year bill

SB 1051
Sex Offenders:  Residence

(Hollingsworth)
Prohibits the placement of juvenile wards of the court who have been adjudicated for a sexually related offense in a licensed community care facility located within one-half mile of any public or private school, including any or all of kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 (K-8), inclusive.


Expands the current limitation on the placement of parolees who have been convicted of specified child sex abuse crimes, from the current one-quarter mile of a public or private school (K-8) to one-half mile.

Status:  Failed passage in the Senate Public Safety Committee,


Reconsideration granted – 2 year bill

SB 1073
Special Education: Out-Of-Home Care
(Simitian)
Requires special education funding to be calculated for students who reside in a care facility, as specified, correcting an inadvertent error in last year’s education trailer bill.

Status:  In Assembly Education Committee – 2 year bill
Human Services Realignment
AB 1298
Health and Human Services
(Evans)
Establishes a workgroup to streamline the application and eligibility processes for a host of means-tested health and social services, and permits self-certification of assets when applying for Medi-Cal, California Work Opportunity and Responsibility for Kids (CalWORKs), and food stamps.

Makes findings and declarations concerning uncoordinated requirements of multiple programs serving the poor and cites the analysis by the governor's California Performance Review panel of the lack of coordination and the potential to ease administrative burdens, improve accuracy, reduce confusion, and allow more resources to be used to promote self-sufficiency if programs are better aligned and simplified.

Allows verification of real property and other assets for purposes of verifying eligibility for the CalWORKs, Medi-Cal, and food stamps programs to be satisfied by a sworn statement by the applicant or recipient.

Requires that by July 1, 2006, the California Health and Human Services Agency convene a workgroup comprised of representatives of affected state departments and agencies, counties, legislative committees, California tribes, interested advocacy organizations representing applicants and recipients of CalWORKs, food stamps, Healthy Families, child care, WIC, and child support.

Requires that by April 1, 2007, the workgroup make recommendations to the Legislature for the establishment of aligned policies and procedures in identified health and human services programs; the workgroup shall consider simplified mail-in and electronic applications, common verification procedures, simplified program requirements, maximum use of technology and internet-based application systems, reduced paperwork and administrative costs, and development of uniform performance and outcome measures.

Status:  Held in Senate Appropriations – 2 year bill
In-Home Support Services
SB 164
In-Home Supportive and Personal Care Services
(Ducheny)
Provides that counties with a population of fewer than 250,000 persons are responsible for a share of cost of In-Home Support Services (IHSS) for the first 1.4 percent of the county's population.  The state would absorb the county's share of cost of the IHSS caseload when it exceeds 1.4 percent of the county's population.

Provides that counties electing to claim a reimbursement under these provisions shall provide documentation in support of its claim.

Status:  In Senate Appropriations Committee – 2 year bill
AB 477
In-Home Supportive Services Pilot Project
(Baca)
Establishes a pilot project in three counties, lasting four years, to authorize qualified individuals to purchase in home supportive services.

Requires DSS to conduct a pilot project for at least four years in duration for the purpose of authorizing some individuals, currently ineligible to receive IHSS services, to purchase in-home supportive services from participating counties.

Specifies that the pilot project shall be conducted in three counties that consent to participate.

Allows an individual with an income less than 300 percent of the federal poverty level to purchase IHSS services.

Requires an evaluation -- by counties during the fourth year of the pilot -- of customer satisfaction, cost effectiveness, and average turnover of providers, with quarterly reports.

Exempts participating counties from the responsibility for any share of cost for the administration of the pilot project or for the services provided under the pilot.

Precludes the use of public funds to pay for a payroll or billing system created for the purpose of implementing the pilot program.

Gives the participating individuals the right to hire and fire his or her individual provider.

States that the bill shall only be implemented if sufficient funds, as determined by DSS, are appropriated in the annual Budget Act.

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 899
In-Home Supportive Services
(Ridley-Thomas)
Provides for up to six hours per calendar year of paid training of In-home supportive services (IHSS) workers covering specified home care topics and presented by specified occupational specialists or other professionals. 

Status:  Vetoed by governor
AB 1326
In-Home Supportive Services
(Vargas)
Extends to recipients of in-home supportive services which occur as part of a long-term care integration pilot program the same right to choose their provider as they already have under the state's In-Home Supportive Services Program.

Status:  Senate inactive file -- 2 year bill
Rehabilitation
SB 418
Rehabilitation Loans
(Escutia)
Consolidates two loan programs that assist persons that are disabled in modifying their vehicles and acquiring assistive technology to support their employment, and modifies eligibility for these loan programs. 

Eliminates the Supportive Employment and Adaptive Technology Revolving Loan Guarantee Account, which guarantees loans for assistive devices that allow a person with disabilities to secure employment, and merges its functions with the Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Guarantee Fund, which guarantees loans used to adapt vehicles for use by persons who are disabled. 

Eliminates the eligibility requirement that a person with disabilities applying for a loan to modify a vehicle must be employed, be found ineligible for vocational rehabilitation services, or be on the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) waiting list for such services. 

Increases the maximum loan guarantee amount from $35,000 to $50,000. 

Authorizes DOR to apply for a grant award through the federal alternative financing program and use the Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Guarantee Fund as a match for federal grants.
Provides that DOR contract with a community-based, nonprofit organization to administer the loan program to the extent required to comply with federal grant requirements. 

Status:  Chapter 549, Statutes of 2005
Residential Care
SB 374
Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Evaluations
(Alquist)
Requires the Department of Social Services to make an unannounced evaluation visit to each residential care facility for the elderly at least once every two years. 

Makes findings and declarations about the history of licensing residential care facilities for the elderly.

Status:  In Senate Appropriations Committee – 2 year bill
SB 516
Fire Protection: Residential Care Facility for the Elderly
(Ortiz)
Requires small residential care facilities for the elderly to install and maintain automatic fire sprinklers by January 1, 2013.  The state fire marshall must promulgate implementing regulations by January 1, 2007.  

Limits the fee for local inspections to $200 for each pre- and post-installation inspection

Status:  In Senate Appropriations Committee – 2 year bill
AB 179 
Residential Care Realities for the Elderly: Elder Abuse Information
(Bermudez)
Requires residential care facilities for the elderly to include, in the copy of the resident’s rights presented to each resident upon admission, information on the reporting of suspected or known elder and dependent adult abuse.

Specifies details of that required information: the toll-free telephone number of the state long-term care ombudsman’s crisis line and the telephone number of the nearest approved organization for long-term care ombudsperson activities.

Directs the Department of Social Services community care licensing division to provide any needed regulation.

Status:  Chapter 456, Statutes of 2005
AB 300 
Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Licensing
(Walters)
Clarifies that the Department of Social Services (DSS) is the sole agency for oversight of continuing education vendors who provide curricula for administrators of group homes, adult residential facilities, and residential care facilities for the elderly (RCFE).


Requires that notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, vendors approved by DSS who exclusively provide either initial or continuing education courses for certification of administrators of group home facilities, adult residential facilities, and RCFEs shall be regulated solely by DSS.

Status:  Chapter 423, Statutes of 2005
Social Security
AJR 13
Social Security
(Torrico)
Memorializes the United States Congress, regarding the privatization of Social Security, to study carefully options to address Social Security's problems, to avoid actions that reduce benefits or add to the country's deficit, and to reject establishing private accounts.

Status:  Resolution Chapter 85, Statutes of 2005
Social Services
SB 112
Refugee Social Services
(Ortiz)
Changes the funding formula for dividing among counties federal funds for social services for refugees.

Requires that after setting aside necessary state administrative funds, the Department of Child Support Services shall allocate funds under the federal Refugee Act of 1980, to be used for employment-related and English-language training to each eligible county, in the same proportion that refugees on aid in each county bears to the total refugees on aid in all eligible counties, based on the length of time they have resided in the United States, as follows:

· For refugees who have resided in this country one year or less, the department shall use a weight of 1.50 for the purposes of calculating the allocation in this subdivision.
· For refugees who have resided in this country two years or less, but more than one year, the department shall use a weight of 1.25 for the purposes of calculating the allocation in this subdivision.

· For refugees who have resided in this country five years or less, but more than two years, the department shall use a weight of 1.00 for the purposes of calculating the allocation in this subdivision.
· Requires that the Department of Social Services allocate all federally targeted assistance to counties designated by the federal government as eligible in the same way funds are allocated by the federal government in the final targeted assistance formula allocation to states.

Status:  Chapter 492, Statutes of 2005
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	SB 112
	Ortiz
	Refugee Social Services
Changes the funding formula for dividing among counties federal funds for social services for refugees.
	Chapter 492, Statutes of 2005

	SB 141
	Soto
	Residential Care Facilities: Preadmission Fee Refunds
Establishes a refund policy in state law for any preadmission fees paid by a new resident of a facility licensed as a residential care facility for the elderly.
	Chapter 250, Statutes of 2005

	SB 164
	Ducheny
	In-Home Supportive and Personal Care Services
Provides that counties with a population of fewer than 250,000 persons are responsible for a share of cost of In-Home Support Services (IHSS) for the first 1.4 percent of the county's population.  The state would absorb the county's share of cost of the IHSS caseload when it exceeds 1.4 percent of the county's population.
	In Senate Appropriations Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 188
	Simitian
	CalWORKs Eligibility: Income: California National Guard Earnings and Payments
Provides an income disregard for any military pay received by deployed National Guard member families in determining cash grant assistance under the CalWORKs program.
	Vetoed by governor

	SB 244
	Romero
	Continuing Care Retirement Communities
Establishes various rights for residents of continuing care retirement communities and creates a new process governing transfers between levels of care.
	Chapter 454, Statutes of 2005

	SB 258
	Chesbro
	Mental Health: Client Rights
Requires the Department of Mental Health to establish a work group and report to the Legislature by February 15, 2007, with recommendations for improving the quality of care at residential care facilities providing housing and care to adults with mental health issues.

	In Assembly Appropriations Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 358
	Scott
	Child Care
Allows foster parents, approved relative caregivers or approved non-relative extended family members to hire short-term babysitters to supervise the foster child without the health screening and fingerprinting required of licensed or certified foster parents. 
	Chapter 628, Statutes of 2005

	SB 374
	Alquist
	Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Evaluations
Requires the Department of Social Services to make an unannounced evaluation visit to each residential care facility for the elderly at least once every two years. 
	In Senate Appropriations Committee –
2 year bill

	SB 418
	Escutia
	Rehabilitation Loans
Consolidates two loan programs that assist persons that are disabled in modifying their vehicles and acquiring assistive technology to support their employment, and modifies eligibility for these loan programs. 
	Chapter 549, Statutes of 2005

	SB 436
	Migden
	Foster Care: Transitional Housing 
Requires any county that provides transitional housing placement services for foster youth to report a description of currently available transitional housing resources for foster youth. 
	Chapter 629, Statutes of 2005

	SB 481
	Chesbro
	Self-Directed Services 
Expands and recasts the Self Determination Program which allows certain regional center clients to become self-directed, more specifically enabled to make decisions regarding which services and at what level services are needed/desired by an individual client within defined parameters. 
	In Assembly Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 493
	Kuehl
	Cal-Learn Program: School Age Teens 
Extends eligibility for the Cal-Learn program, which helps pregnant and parenting teens attend school, to certain otherwise ineligible teen parents. 

	In Assembly Appropriations Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 500
	Kuehl
	AFDC-FC: Pregnant and Parenting Foster Youth 
Specifies that both the foster youth who is the teen parent and the foster youth who is the child may be placed in the same licensed or approved foster care facility if the teen foster parent is receiving reunification services with respect to that child. 
	Chapter 630, Statutes of 2005

	SB 516
	Ortiz
	Fire Protection: Residential Care Facility for the Elderly 
Requires small residential care facilities for the elderly to install and maintain automatic fire sprinklers by January 1, 2013.  The state fire marshall must promulgate implementing regulations by January 1, 2007.  
	In Senate Appropriations Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 539
	Ashburn
	Child Day Care: CalWORKs Child Care Program 
Prohibits payments to license-exempt subsidized child care providers until a criminal background clearance has been obtained.
	Failed passage in the Assembly Human Services Committee. Reconsideration granted - 
2 year bill

	SB 679
	Simitian
	Aid To Families With Dependent Children-Foster Care: Group Homes: Definition 
Includes within the definition of "group home," as defined by state law, a non-detention licensed resident home operated by the County of San Mateo with a capacity of up to 25 beds that provides services in a group setting to children in need of care and supervision.
	Chapter 268, Statutes of 2005

	SB 701
	Simitian
	Child care providers: referrals 
Creates a pilot project to establish n individualized child care subsidy plan for the City and County of San Francisco utilizing existing child care funds.

	Chapter 725, Statutes of 2005

	SB 726
	Florez
	Dependent Children 
Creates Adam’s Law to emphasize to foster parents the importance of providing courts with information to determine whether a noncustodial parent is an appropriate placement for a foster child. 
	Chapter 632, Statutes of 2005

	SB 786
	McClintock
	Public Assistance: Home Visits 
Establishes a statewide requirement for all welfare applicants to participate in a home visit from a District Attorney’s Office investigator within 10 days of application.
	In Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 962
	Chesbro
	Adult Residential Facility For Persons With Special Health Care Needs: Pilot Project 
Establishes a new type of licensed community care and residential facility as part of a pilot project to serve people with developmental disabilities living at Agnews Developmental Center.
	Chapter 558, Statutes of 2005

	SB 1034
	Hollingsworth
	Community Care Facilities: Wards Of The Juvenile Court: County Residency 
Requires at least 2⁄3 of residents housed by a state-funded or state-reimbursed facility that serves wards of the juvenile court to be wards of the court of the county in which the facility is located.
	In Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 1046
	Hollingsworth
	Sex Offenders: Group Homes: Parole Facilities 
Prohibits any person convicted of any felony from owning, operating, managing or being employed within a residential facility under contract with the Department of Corrections for parolees if there is one or more registered sex offender placed or residing in the facility.

	Failed passage in the Senate Public Safety Committee – 2 year bill

	SB 1051
	Hollingsworth
	Sex Offenders: Residence 
Prohibits the placement of juvenile wards of the court who have been adjudicated for a sexually related offense in a licensed community care facility located within one-half mile of any public or private school, including any or all of kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 (K-8), inclusive.
	Failed passage
 in the Senate Public Safety Committee.  Reconsideration granted – 
2 year bill

	SB 1071
	McClintock
	CalWORKs: COLA Elimination 
Strikes the provision in statute which provides for an annual cost of living adjustment for cash aid recipients.
	In Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 1073
	Simitian
	Special Education: Out-Of-Home Care 
Requires special education funding to be calculated for students who reside in a care facility, as specified, correcting an inadvertent error in last year’s education trailer bill.
	In Assembly Education Committee – 
2 year bill

	SB 1114
	Human
Services
	Department of Services Rehabilitation: blindness 
Requires that each organization or agency which provides services to the blind and receives grants or contracts from the Department of Rehabilitative Services have at least 20 percent blind individuals as board members.
	In Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill
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	AB 179 
	Bermudez
	Residential Care Realities for the Elderly: Elder Abuse Information 
Requires residential care facilities for the elderly to include, in the copy of the resident’s rights presented to each resident upon admission, information on the reporting of suspected or known elder and dependent adult abuse.
	Chapter 456, Statutes of 2005

	AB 300 
	Walters
	Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Licensing 
Clarifies that the Department of Social Services is the sole agency for oversight of continuing education vendors who provide curricula for administrators of group homes, adult residential facilities, and residential care facilities for the elderly.
	Chapter 423, Statutes of 2005

	AB 363
	Chu
	Child and Family Service Review System 
Creates the child welfare services outcomes and accountability incentive fund to be used by counties as they implement improvements outlined in their federal child and family service review.
	Chapter 296, Statutes of 2005

	AB 368
	Evans
	CalWORKs 
States principles governing state implementation of federal reauthorization of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant and requires preparation of a report outlining state options under federal law.
	Held in Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	AB 379
	Evans
	CalWORKs 
Specifies that secondary school studies can be counted as permissible core California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids welfare-to-work activities under designated circumstances, and that participation in extended vocational education or in other activities necessary to obtain unsubsidized employment does not alter counties’ authorization to count some non-core activities as core activities under designated circumstance.
	Provisions removed from original version heard in committee

	AB 477
	Baca
	In-Home Supportive Services Pilot Project 
Establishes a pilot project in three counties, lasting four years, to authorize qualified individuals to purchase in home supportive services.
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 609
	Lieber
	Agnews Developmental Center: Closure 
Requires the Department of Developmental Services to establish the Agnews Developmental Center Campus Advisory Group to provide the Legislature with recommendations regarding the disposition of the real property of the Agnews Developmental Center campus.
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 696
	Chu
	Public Social Services: CalWORKs and Food Stamp Program 
Adopts a package of measures designed to reduce paperwork and administrative barriers to access to food stamp and CalWORKs benefits.
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 824
	Chu
	AFDC – FC Benefits: Transitional Housing 
Expands the eligibility for the Transitional Housing Program-Plus for emancipated foster youth by extending the maximum eligible age from 21 to 24 years.  Deletes a part of the Welfare and Institutions Code that no longer applies to any foster youth.
	Chapter 636, Statutes of 2005

	AB 855
	Bass
	CalWORKs 
Allows certain drug felons to receive CalWORKs cash grant assistance when amenability to treatment is documented.
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 880
	Cohn
	Dependent Children 
Requires the California Department of Social Services in conjunction with stakeholders to draft guidelines outlining best practices in the use of advanced technology to assist counties in identifying all relatives and nonrelative-extended family members at the earliest possible moment for the foster child.

	Vetoed by governor

	AB 899
	Ridley-Thomas
	In-Home Supportive Services 
Provides for up to six hours per calendar year of paid training of In-home supportive services workers covering specified home care topics and presented by specified occupational specialists or other professionals. 
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 1116
	Yee
	Community Care Facilities: Foster Children: Injections 
Authorizes foster parents, under certain conditions, to administer injections for diabetes shock or other prescribed medication to a foster child.
(Note: this bill’s contents were heard by committee as AB 1179)
	Chapter 637, Statutes of 2005 

	AB 1285
	Montanez
	Child Care Services 
Authorizes the County of Los Angeles to use funds allocated for the retention of child care employees for providers in licensed programs which do not contract with the State Department of Education.
	Chapter 650, Statutes of 2005

	AB 1298
	Evans
	Health and Human Services 
Establishes a workgroup to streamline the application and eligibility processes for a host of means-tested health and social services, and permits self-certification of assets when applying for Medi-Cal, California Work Opportunity and Responsibility for Kids, and food stamps.
	Held in Senate Appropriations – 2 year bill

	AB 1326
	Vargas
	In-Home Supportive Services 
Extends to recipients of in-home supportive services which occur as part of a long-term care integration pilot program the same right to choose their provider as they already have under the state's In-Home Supportive Services Program.
	Senate inactive file -- 2 year bill

	AB 1378
	Lieber
	Developmental Services Facilities 
Authorizes the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) to provide state employees to operate any facility if DDS determines that this will assist in meeting the goal of closing Agnews Developmental Center. 

	Chapter 538, Statutes of 2005

	AB 1412
	Leno
	Dependent Children: Out-of-Home Placements 
Creates a phased-in expansion of the requirement that county child welfare workers ask children 10 years of age or older, beginning with those children placed with a non-relative, about important adult relationships and to make efforts to support those relationships.
	Chapter 640, Statutes of 2005

	AB 1535
	Bass
	Developmental Services 
Requires the Department of Developmental Services to conduct a study once every three years comparing per capita expenditures by ethnic group.
	Senate inactive file -- 2 year bill

	AB 1565
	Pavley
	Child Day Care Facilities: Star Quality Rating System 
Requires the State Department of Education to develop and oversee a contract to be awarded to an independent contractor for the study of the development, implementation and evaluation of the effectiveness of a quality rating system for child day care centers and family day care homes.
	Vetoed by governor

	AB 1601
	Laird
	Child Care: Provider Registration: Background Checks 
Adds aunts and uncles to the set of persons who must undergo criminal record and child abuse central index clearances to be paid for caring for state-subsidized children, and more quickly suspends from payment any person who is determined to have a criminal record of more than traffic infractions.
	Failed passage in the Senate Human Services Committee.  Reconsideration granted – 2 year bill

	AB 1633
	Evans
	Foster Children: High School: Social Security Assistance 
Requires the California Department of Social Services to convene a workgroup to develop best practice guidelines for county welfare departments to assist children residing in the state's or a county's custody who are eligible for Social Security and SSI/SSP benefits. 

	Chapter 641, Statutes of 2005

	AB 1743
	Judiciary
	Child Support 
Requires the Department of Social Services, in consultation with the Department of Child Support Services, to establish regulations by which the county welfare department can determine if it is contrary to the best interests of a child to refer his or her case to the local child support agency for child support services, to include not only federally funded foster care cases, but all other foster care cases, as well as Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment Program cases.
	Chapter 198, Statutes of 2005

	AB 1774
	Human
Services
	Child Welfare Services: Criminal Record Checks 
Resolves several inconsistencies in background check processes for child placement purposes. 
	In Senate Human Services Committee – 
2 year bill

	ACR 58
	Parra
	Foster Youth 
Recognizes the rights of foster as outlined in state law and urges various entities that work with foster youth to assist foster youth in understanding their rights and available resources. 
	Senate Floor inactive file – 
2 year bill

	AJR 10
	Chu
	Foster Care Services: Funding: Title IV-E Waiver 
Urges the federal government to approve California’s application for a Title IV-E Waiver and urges the Department of Social Services to work with the federal government to expedite approval but also to work with the counties on improvements in outcomes for at-risk abused and neglected children.
	Resolution Chapter 68, Statutes of 2005

	AJR 13
	Torrico
	Social Security 
Memorializes the United States Congress, regarding the privatization of Social Security, to study carefully options to address Social Security's problems, to avoid actions that reduce benefits or add to the country's deficit, and to reject establishing private accounts.
	Resolution Chapter 85, Statutes of 2005
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