
Climate Change in Southern California 

Addressing our Era’s Extraordinary Challenge 

October 14, 2015 

Jonathan Parfrey  Climate Resolve 











SoCal Temperature  2041-2060 





Rain & Snow in Southern California 





Wind & Wildfire 



Wildfire 2041-2060 
UC Davis, UC Irvine, UCLA, JPL, USFS 

September 2015 

•  Two kinds of wildfire 
– Santa Ana fires (October to 

April) 
– Summer fires (June to 

September) 

• More intense (but not more 
frequent) Santa Ana wind 
events 

• Area burned by Santa Ana fires 
will increase by 64% 

• Area burned in summer fires 
will increase by 77%, mainly 
due to an increase in 
temperature. 



Sea Level Rise & Storm Surges 

USC Sea Grant –  January 2014 study on a 10-year storm 
• sanitation pipes 
• flooding in Venice 
• property damage in Wilmington and San Pedro 
• next study: other coastal cities 





Cool California 



Green outdoor space and community gardens at schools 



El Sereno - Public Street Plaza near Food 4 Less 



My Figueroa: Complete street improvements 



My Figueroa - Multi-Modal Connections 



Permeable street surfaces replenish ground water 



LA River - "greening" of sections through Canoga Park 



LA River: Terraced seating and native wildlife habitat 



LA River - cantilevered greenway trail 
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