XV. VEHICLE OFFENSES / DMV

SB 171 (Knight): VETOED: Vehicles: Department of Motor Vehicles: Records: Confidentiality. 

(Adds Section 210.5 to Military and Veterans Code and amends Section 1808.4 of Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (6-1) Assembly Transportation (17-0) 

Senate Appropriations, SR 28.8 Assembly Appropriations (21-0) 

Senate Floor (27-2) Assembly Floor (77-0) 

Senate Concurrence (31-0) 

Existing law states that all residence addresses in any record of the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) are confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person, except a court, law enforcement agency, or other governmental agency, or as authorized in Section 1808.22 and Section 1808.23 of the Vehicle Code. (Vehicle Code Section 1808.21.) 

Existing law provides the home address of specified persons which appear in the records of the DMV is confidential upon the request of the person, and it not be disclosed except as specified. (Vehicle Code Sections 1808.4 and 1808.6.) The willful unauthorized disclosure of this information, as it relates to specified law enforcement (peace officers, employees of city police departments and county sheriff's office, and their families), that results in the bodily injury of individuals whose specified information was confidential, is a felony. (Vehicle Code Section 1808.4.) 

This bill adds to Vehicle Code Section 1808.4 the home address of a person who is a member of the California National Guard and is assigned to drug interdiction duties, if a commissioned officer of the California National Guard certifies the member's assignment. 

This bill adds an exception to that confidentiality that the home address of a member of the National Guard assigned to drug interdiction duty may be disclosed to an attorney if the attorney declares the home address is necessary to represent his or her client in a civil action and the member is, or will be, a party to that civil action, as specified. 

SB 720 (Lockyer): Chapter 587: Vehicles: Registration Fee: Fingerprint Identification. 

(Adds and repeals Section 9250.19 of Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Transportation (9-0) Assembly Transportation (12-5) 

Senate Appropriations (9-0) Assembly Appropriations (12-3) 

Senate Floor (37-0) Assembly Floor (46-21) 

Senate Concurrence (27-4) 

Existing law imposes fees upon the registration and renewal of registration of vehicles. 

This bill authorizes a county board of supervisors to impose an additional fee of $1, as specified, and continuously appropriates the money to fund local programs that enhance local law enforcement to provide fingerprint identification. The bill requires data from these programs be made available to local public agencies for purposes of criminal history backgrounds involving employment. These provisions are repealed as of January 1, 2003, unless otherwise extended by a later enacted statute. 

SB 1177 (Johnson): Chapter 493: Vehicles: Driving Under the Influence: Probation. 

(Amends Sections 23166, 23171, 23176, 23186, and 23191 of Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (8-0) Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 

Senate Floor (36-0) Assembly Floor (75-0) 

Existing law requires persons who are granted probation for a DUI offense to attend a licensed alcohol treatment program of a specified length. 

This bill clarifies that a person must enroll and participate in a treatment program for DUI after the date of the violation so that a person who is convicted of a second DUI before he/she has completed a program he/she was required to attend for a first DUI can not use the first program as part of the requirement for the sentence for the second DUI. 

AB 130 (Battin): Chapter 901: Vehicles: Driving Under the Influence: Repeat Offenses. 

(Amends Sections 13350, 13352, 14601.2, 14601.3, 23159, and 23206.5 of, and adds Section 23175.5 to Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (12-0) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (21-0) Senate Appropriations (9-0) 

Assembly Floor (75-0) Senate Floor (38-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (78-0) 

Existing law requires any person convicted of a violation of specified provisions prohibiting driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or both alcohol and drugs, driving with an excessive blood-alcohol concentration, or driving when addicted to any drug be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or by a specified term in the county jail, and by specified fines. A person may be charged with a felony for specified injury-causing DUIs, if they have four DUIs within seven years. 

This bill provides a person is guilty of a wobbler if the described offense of driving-under-the-influence occurred within ten years of specified prior offenses that were punished as felonies. 

AB 662 (Hertzberg): Chapter 743: Vehicles: Evading a Peace Officer. 

(Adds Section 14602.7 to Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (8-0) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (21-0) Senate Floor (38-0) 

Assembly Floor (75-0) 
Assembly Concurrence (77-0) 

Existing law makes it a crime for any person, while operating a motor vehicle with the intent to evade, to willfully flee, or to otherwise attempt to evade, a pursuing peace officer's motor vehicle or bicycle. Existing law also makes it a crime to drive any vehicle upon a highway in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property. 

This bill requires a magistrate to issue a warrant or order authorizing any peace officer to immediately seize and cause the removal of a vehicle, if presented with the affidavit of a peace officer establishing reasonable cause to believe the vehicle, described by vehicle type and license number, was an instrumentality used in that officer's presence to flee a pursuing peace officer. A vehicle seized could be impounded for up to 30 days. The bill sets up procedures for the release of the vehicle to the legal owner prior to end of the impoundment period and provided the legal owner does not turn the vehicle back over to the registered owner before the period has expired. The bill also provides for notice to the registered and legal owners they have a right to a hearing to determine the validity of the impoundment of the vehicle. 

AB 827 (Thomson): Chapter 709: Safety Enhancement-Double Fine Zones. 

(Amends Section 97 of Streets and Highways Code and amends Section 42010 of Vehicle Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Transportation (16-0) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (17-1) Senate Transportation (9-0) 

Assembly Floor (64-5) Senate Appropriations (8-1) 

Assembly Concurrence (66-12) Senate Floor (28-8) 

Existing law creates a pilot project on 5 stretches of highway which are designated Safety Enhancement-Double Fine Zones, where the fine is doubled for misdemeanor traffic violations and enhanced for infraction traffic violations. The pilot project is scheduled to sunset on January 1, 1998. 

This bill adds an additional stretch of highway to the existing pilot project and extends the sunset date to January 1, 2000. The bill also changes the fine structure by providing only the original fine and not the doubled portion shall be subject to penalty assessments. 

