XI. HUMANE OFFICERS AND ANIMALS

SB 196 (Knight): Chapter 422: Animal Abuse. 

(Amends Section 599aa of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (8-0) Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 
Senate Floor (39-0) Assembly Floor (50-21) 

Senate Concurrence (24-1) 

Existing law provides that any authorized officer making an arrest for specified animal abuse offenses involving fighting animals or birds is authorized to lawfully take possession of all birds or animals and all paraphernalia used or employed in the violation of any of the criminal provisions relating to the fighting of birds or animals. 

This bill makes the provision applicable to additional animal abuse offenses involving fighting animals or birds, including owning, possessing, or training any bird or animal with the intent the bird or animal shall be engaged in an exhibition of fighting, or being present at an exhibition of the fighting of birds or animals. This bill requires the officer, upon taking possession, to inventory the items seized and question the persons present as to the identity of the owner or owners of the items. The bill also authorizes the court to order the destruction of any animal or bird for which ownership cannot be determined, as specified, and to order the arrested person, upon conviction, to make payment to the appropriate public entity for the costs incurred in the housing, care, feeding, and treatment of the animals or birds. 

AB 739 (Machado): Chapter 771: Fish and Game: Penalties. 

(Amends Section 12002 of, and adds Section 12003.1 to, Fish and Game Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly W., P. & W. (16-0) Senate N., R. & W. (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (18-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Floor (78-0) Senate Appropriations, SR 28.8 

Assembly Concurrence (77-0) Senate Floor (37-0) 

Existing law specifies the punishment for violations of the Fish and Game Code, including maximum fines and imprisonment for the knowing unlawful taking of a mammal, bird, amphibian, reptile, fish, or any other species. Certain other violations of that code are subject to other enhanced maximum fines and imprisonment. 

This bill requires minimum and maximum punishments for the knowing and intentional taking of any mammal, bird, or fish. Less than the statutory minimum fine of $250 for a first violation and $500 for a second violation may not be imposed. Less than the minimum term of imprisonment of 30 days for a subsequent offense may be imposed only in cases when the court determines the interests of justice would best be served by granting probation or suspending the imposition or execution of the imprisonment sentence. If the court grants probation to a defendant, the court may impose as a condition of probation the defendant perform not more than one hundred hours of community service. If community service is imposed, the defendant must also attend a hunter safety course. 

