IX. GANGS

Note: See also SB 940 (Leslie) and AB 963 (Keeley), in Juvenile Justice which have related gang components. 

SB 547 (Watson): VETOED: California Gang Prevention Director. 

(Adds Chapter 3.8 (commencing with Section 13829) to Title 6 of Part 4 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (8-0) Assembly Public Safety (5-3) 

Senate Appropriations (7-4) Assembly Appropriations (15-6) 

Senate Floor (23-2) Assembly Floor (52-22) 

Senate Concurrence (22-10) 

Existing law requires the Office of Criminal Justice Planning to provide financial and technical assistance to specified local agencies and community organizations for gang violence Suppression activities and programs. 

This bill creates the position of California Gang Prevention Director within the Office of the Attorney General, as specified. Responsibilities shall include coordinating statewide gang prevention efforts. The Attorney General shall request funding for the position as a part of the annual budget of the Department of Justice (DOJ), and the appointment is contingent upon obtaining that funding. 

SB 941 (Leslie): Chapter 499: Hearsay Evidence: Gang Related Crimes. 

(Adds Article 2.5. (commencing with Section 1231) to Chapter 2 of Division 10 of Evidence Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (6-0) Assembly Public Safety (6-1) 

Senate Floor (38-0) Assembly Judiciary (13-1) 

Senate Concurrence (39-0) Assembly Floor (64-10) 

Existing law provides that evidence of a statement that was made other than by a witness while testifying at the hearing and that is offered to prove the truth of the matter stated is hearsay and is generally inadmissible. Existing law also provides for exceptions to the hearsay rule. 

This bill creates a new exception to the hearsay rule for evidence of a prior statement made by a declarant under penalty of perjury if the declarant is deceased and the statement is relevant to the criminal prosecution of a gang-related crime, as specified. The bill would authorize a peace officer to administer and certify oaths for these purposes. The bill would also set forth the intent of the Legislature in this regard. 

SB 980 (Hayden): VETOED: Crime Prevention: Peace Process Task Force. 

(Adds and repeals Chapter 3.6 (commencing with Section 13827) of Title 6 of Part 4 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (7-0) Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 

Senate Appropriations (11-0) Assembly Appropriations (12-7) 

Senate Floor (25-6) Assembly Floor (50-25) 

Senate Concurrence (25-8) 

Existing law creates a number of task forces on a variety of issues. 

This bill establishes the Peace Process Task Force to hold public hearings, make findings and recommendations regarding gang violence prevention, and promote efforts to create a peace process. The task force shall consist of 23 members appointed by the Governor, the Senate Rules Committee, the Speaker of the Assembly, and the Chair of the Task Force. A report back is due by January 1, 1999; the Task Force expires January 1, 2000. 

AB 853 (Hertzberg): Chapter 506: Community Law Enforcement and Recovery Demonstration Project. 
URGENCY MEASURE 

(Adds and repeals Title 7 (commencing with Section 14000) of Part 4 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (10-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (17-3) Senate Appropriations (13-0) 

Assembly Floor (73-4) Senate Appropriations (10-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (70-3) Senate Floor (29-8) 

Existing law establishes several community crime prevention projects, including the Community Violence Prevention and Conflict Resolution Project, the California Community Crime Resistance Program, the Gang Violence Suppression Program, and the Rural Crime Prevention Demonstration Project. 

This bill authorizes the City and County of Los Angeles to establish and operate for 2 years a Community Law Enforcement and Recovery (CLEAR) Demonstration Project, a multiagency gang intervention program, to be administered by the City of Los Angeles under a joint powers agreement with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's office, the Los Angeles County Probation Department, the Los Angeles Police Department, and the Los Angeles City Attorney's office. $1.2 million is appropriated from the State General Fund for the project and the bill contains a breakdown of the specific amounts for local agencies. The project authorization is for two years from the date the funds are appropriated; the bill contains a repeal date of January 1, 2001. 

