VIII. FIREARMS AND DANGEROUS WEAPONS 

SB 146 (Johnston): Chapter 408: Firearms: Licenses. 

(Amends Section 12050 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (7-0) Assembly Public Safety (5-2) 

Senate Floor (24-12) Assembly Floor (40-33) 

Assembly Floor (40-33) 

Assembly Floor (39-34) 

Assembly Floor (41-34) 

Existing law provides that a sheriff or a police chief may issue a permit to carry a concealed firearm pursuant to specified requirements and restrictions, such as the applicant is of good moral character, the applicant is not within certain prohibited categories, good cause exists for the issuance, and he or she is a resident of the county. (Penal Code Section 12050(a)(1).) 

This bill: 

1) Delineates the authority of a sheriff to issue a permit to a person applying who is a resident of the county or a city within the county. 

2) Delineates the authority of a chief or other head of a municipal police department of any city to issue a permit to a person applying who is a resident of that city. 

SB 243 (Peace): Chapter 452: Security Services: Concealed Firearms. 
URGENCY MEASURE 

(Amends Sections 7522, 7582.2, 7583.12, 7583.33, 7583.37, 7597.1, and 7597.6 of, amends, repeals, and adds Section 7583.22 of, and repeals Section 7522.1 of, the Business and Professions Code, and amends Sections 70 and 12033 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Business and Professions (7-0) Assembly C.P.,G.E. & E.D. (12-0) 

Senate Appropriations, SR 28.8 Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 

Senate Floor (32-0) Assembly Appropriations (21-0) 

Senate Concurrence (36-0) Assembly Floor (78-0) 

Existing law provides for licensure and regulation of private investigators, private patrol operators and security guards, with specified exemptions, by the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services (BSIS) within the Department of Consumer Affairs. 

This bill makes a number of changes in those laws, including: 

1) Exempts active and honorably retired peace officers from the requirement that all privately employed private investigators and security guards who wish to carry concealed firearms must obtain a concealed weapons (CCW) permit if those peace officers are already authorized to carry concealed weapons. 

2) Exempts active and honorably retired peace officers from the requirement that all privately employed private investigators and security guards who carry batons must obtain baton training certification if those peace officers have successfully competed a baton training course as part of their peace officer status. 

3) Allows employees of alarm companies who are active or honorably retired peace officers and are already authorized to carry concealed firearms to carry concealed firearms in the performance of their off-duty private employment. 

4) Provides that the principal public agency employer of a peace officer who works off-duty for another public entity (the secondary employer) on a casual or part-time basis as a private security guard or patrolman shall require the secondary employer to enter into an indemnity agreement as a condition of approving such employment. 

5) Authorizes temporary licensure and firearms authority for all active duty peace officers. 

SB 500 (Polanco): VETOED: Firearms: Nonsporting Handguns. 

(An act to add Chapter 1.3 (commencing with Section 12125) to Title 2 of Part 4 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (6-1) Assembly Public Safety (5-3) 

Senate Appropriations (11-0) Assembly Appropriations (11-8) 

Senate Appropriations (8-4) Assembly Floor (42-33) 

Senate Floor (24-14) Assembly Floor - Recons. (32-36) 

Senate Concurrence (22-15) 

Existing law makes it an alternate misdemeanor/felony ("wobbler") to manufacture, import, sell, loan or possess specified disguised firearms and other deadly weapons, including plastic firearms, cane or wallet guns, flechette darts, multiburst trigger activators, nunchakus, short-barreled shotguns and rifles, leaded canes, zip guns, unconventional pistols, cane blackjacks and metal knuckles. A violation is punishable by sixteen months, two or three years in prison, or up to one year in county jail. (Penal Code Section 12020.) 

This bill does the following: 

1) Commencing January 1, 1999, makes it a misdemeanor to manufacture or cause to be manufactured, import into the state for sale, keep for sale, offer or expose for sale, give, or lend any nonsporting handgun, as specified. 

2) Defines a nonsporting handgun as a "nonsporting pistol" and "nonsporting revolver" by reference to specified criteria, such as size, safety factors and a minimum point score total based on additional listed factors, including barrel length, metal used, weight, and caliber. (The same criteria developed under the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968 pertaining to imported weapons.) 

3) Contains exemptions to the general prohibition. 

4) Requires manufacturers and importers to certify that handguns are not nonsporting handguns, as specified. 

5) Sets up a laboratory testing process for handguns; on or before July 1, 1998. The Department of Justice (DOJ) shall certify laboratories to verify compliance with the standards in this bill and may charge specified fees. 

6) Requires, on and after January 1, 1999, the DOJ shall compile, publish, and thereafter maintain a roster listing all of the pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person that have been tested by a certified testing laboratory, have been determined not to be nonsporting handguns, and may be sold in this state pursuant to this bill, as specified. 

7) Exempts from the prohibition on nonsporting handguns in this bill private transfers of handguns (which as with all firearms transfers in California must generally be completed through a firearms dealer - or sheriff in smaller counties); transfers between immediate family members which are otherwise exempt from usual transfer requirements (such as bequest or intestate succession); and the other transfers exempted by this bill. 

8) Makes related changes in law. 

Note: See AB 488 (Caldera), which contains an additional exemption to SB 500 and which is contingent upon the enactment of SB 500. 

SB 853 (Schiff): Chapter 908: Firearms. 

(Adds and repeals Title 5.5 (commencing with Section 13760) of Part 4 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (8-0) Assembly Education (17-0) 

Senate Appropriations (12-0) Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 

Senate Appropriations (8-4) Assembly Appropriations (21-0) 

Senate Floor (27-10) Assembly Floor (72-2) 

Senate Concurrence (35-0) 

Existing law provides for various crime prevention programs, including a statewide domestic violence program and a gang violence suppression program. 

This bill would establish a 4-year pilot project to implement a local law enforcement program in the County of Fresno and the County of Los Angeles to confiscate illegal firearms. The bill would require the Department of Justice, in consultation with the appropriate law enforcement agency in the participating county, to prepare and submit to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 2002, a report evaluating the success of the pilot project. 

AB 78 (Granlund): Chapter 158: Firearms: Transporting Exemption. 

(Amends Sections 12020, 12021, 12026.2, 12092, 12094, 12201, 12316, and 12322 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (12-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Floor (76-0) Senate Floor (26-5) 

Assembly Concurrence (76-1) 

Existing law provides that it is illegal to carry a concealed "dirk or dagger" upon one's person. (Penal Code Section 12020(a).) 

This bill excludes from the definition of "dirk or dagger" a non-locking folding knife, a folding knife that is not a switchblade knife having a blade two or more inches in length, or a pocketknife capable of ready use as a stabbing weapon that may inflict great bodily injury or death only if the blade of the knife is exposed and locked into position. 

Existing law provides it is illegal to carry a concealed handgun on one's person or in a vehicle. (Penal Code Section 12025.) There are numerous exemptions from this prohibition. (Penal Code Sections 12026, 12026.1, 12026.2, and 12027.) 

This bill adds additional exemptions for persons who find the firearm in order to return it to an owner or to a law enforcement agency for disposal, in accordance with the law (unloaded, locked container, direct travel route to destination), as specified. (In all such cases where this bill provides new authority or a new defense for transporting a firearm to a law enforcement agency, this bill also requires notice to the law enforcement agency prior to such delivery.) 

Existing law prohibits the manufacture, import, sale, giving, lending, or possession of specified weapons and firearms. (Penal Code Section 12020.) 

This bill exempts from that prohibition any person not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm who is transporting that firearm to a law enforcement agency for disposal, as specified. 

This bill exempts from the prohibition against the manufacture, import, sale, giving, lending, or possession of specified weapons and firearms, the possession of any weapon, device, or ammunition by a forensic laboratory or any authorized agent or employee thereof in the course and scope of his or her authorized activities. 

Existing law prohibits the manufacture, import, sale, giving, lending, or possession of armor-piercing ammunition. (Penal Code Sections 12320 to 12323.) 

This bill adds to the exemptions from that prohibition such ammunition possessed by a person not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm or ammunition if that person is transporting it to a law enforcement agency for disposal according to law, as specified. 

Existing law prohibits felons, violent misdemeanants, the mentally infirm, drug addicts, and the like from possessing any firearm or ammunition. (Penal Code Sections 12021 and 12021.1, and Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 8100 and 8103.) 

This bill creates an exemption from that prohibition for those persons by making it "justifiable" for them to possess firearms they find or take from persons committing a crime against them, and if they follow specified procedures to deliver them to a law enforcement agency for disposal, as specified. Such a defendant would have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence they are subject to this new exemption. 

Existing law provides that any person who is subject to the prohibition on owning, possessing, or having a firearm under his or her custody or control because of specified misdemeanor convictions prior to January 1, 1991 may petition the court only once for relief from the prohibition. (Penal Code Section 12021.) 

This bill deletes that reference to "January 1, 1991" and changes it to "prior to that offense being added to" the list of offenses which triggers the prohibition. 

Existing law allows the Department of Justice (DOJ) to assign a distinguishing number or mark to a "pistol or revolver" which is without such a mark. (Penal Code Section 12092.) 

This bill changes that provision to allow the DOJ to assign a number to any "firearm." 

Existing law makes it a misdemeanor for any person with knowledge of any change, alteration, or obliteration, to buy, receive, dispose of, sell, or possess any pistol, revolver, or other firearm with changed, altered, or obliterated identification marks. (Penal Code Section 12094.) 

This bill exempts from this provision persons in specified classes, including certain on duty peace officers and persons transporting a firearm to a law enforcement agency for disposition, as specified. 

Existing law prohibits persons otherwise prohibited from possessing firearms from possessing ammunition. (Penal Code Section 12316.) 

This bill creates an exemption for persons prohibited from possessing a firearm by Section 12021 if they found the ammunition or took it from a person committing a crime against him or her and if they follow specified procedures to deliver it to a law enforcement agency for disposal, as specified. Such a defendant would have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence they are subject to this new exemption. 

AB 202 (Scott): Chapter 593: Destructive Devices. 

(Amends Sections 12020 and 12020.5 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (13-0) Senate Public Safety (6-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (17-0) Senate Appropriations (12-0) 

Assembly Floor (78-0) Senate Floor (29-1) 

Assembly Concurrence (76-0) 

Existing law provides that any person who manufactures, imports, offers or exposes for sale, or possesses a variety of items, such as a cane gun or short-barreled shotgun, is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding one year, or imprisonment in the state prison (sixteen months, two, or three years). (Penal Code Section 12020.) 

This bill: 

1) Adds to that list of prohibited items in Section 12020 any metal military practice handgrenade or metal replica handgrenade. 

2) Provides that a first violation involving manufacture, import, sale, possession, etc., of any metal military practice handgrenade or metal replica handgrenade shall only be punishable as an infraction, except where the person is an active participant in any criminal street gang pursuant to the Street Terrorism Enforcement and Prevention Act (Chapter 11 of Title 7 of Part 1). 

3) Specifically provides the following are not prohibited: any plastic toy handgrenade, any metal military practice handgrenade or mental replica handgrenade that is a relic, curio, memorabilia, or display item, that is filled with a permanent inert substance or that is otherwise permanently altered in a manner that prevents ready modification for use as a grenade. 

Existing law, Penal Code Section 12020.5, makes it is generally unlawful to advertise any of the weapons and devices whose possession is prohibited in Penal Code Section 12020; it is also unlawful to advertise machine guns and assault weapons (made unlawful to have by Sections 12220 and 12280, respectively). Violations are punishable as a misdemeanor. 

This bill adds to the category of items which are unlawful to advertise those items prohibited by Sections 12301 (destructive devices, like bombs), 12320/12321 (handgun ammunition designed to penetrate armor or metal), 12355 (boobytraps), and 12520 (silencers) and deletes the unnecessary cross-reference to the definitional section pertaining to prohibited handgun ammunition. 

AB 210 (Hertzberg): Chapter 302: Explosive Devices. 

(Amends Section 12308 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (12-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (19-0) Senate Appropriations, SR 28.8 

Assembly Floor (78-0) Senate Floor (37-0) 

Existing law provides that the punishment for a person who explodes, ignites, or attempts to explode or ignite any destructive device or any explosive with intent to commit murder is imprisonment in the state prison for a period of five, seven, or nine years. 

This bill increases the penalty for that crime to life with the possibility of parole. 

AB 304 (Scott): Chapter 459: Firearms. 

(Amends Section 12025 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (5-2) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (12-8) Senate Appropriations (9-0) 

Assembly Floor (35-35) Senate Floor (28-5) 

Assembly Floor (41-31) 

Assembly Concurrence (72-2) 

Existing law provides that a person is guilty of carrying a concealed firearm when he or she: 

1) Carries concealed within any vehicle which is under his or her control or direction any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, or, 

2) Carries concealed upon his or her person any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. (Penal Code Section 12025(a).) 

This bill adds another circumstance in addition to the existing two, that a person is guilty of carrying a concealed firearm when he or she causes to be carried concealed within any vehicle in which he or she is an occupant any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. 

Note: A number of exceptions and limitations are contained in law pertaining to this crime, including methods to lawfully carry firearms in a vehicle, in a home or business, etc. (Penal Code Sections 12025, 12025.5, 12026, 12026.2, 12027 and 12050.) 

AB 477 (Leonard): Chapter 260: Explosives: Incendiary Devices. 

(Amends Section 12101 of Health & Safety Code and amends Sections 453, 454, and 12302 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (11-2) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (17-0) Senate Appropriations (13-0) 

Assembly Floor (76-0) Senate Floor (36-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (72-0) 

Existing law makes it a misdemeanor or a felony to possess a flammable, explosive, or combustible substance with intent to willfully and maliciously set fire to any structure, forest land, or property. Existing law also makes it a felony to possess, manufacture, or dispose of a firebomb. 

This bill recasts these provisions by deleting the provisions related to a "firebomb" and incorporating "incendiary device," as defined. 

Existing law requires a person to obtain a permit to manufacture, sell, receive, store, possess, transport, or use explosives. 

This bill imposes additional requirements on the issuing authority. 

AB 488 (Scott): VETOED: Firearms. 

(Adds Section 12131 to Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (8-2) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (11-8) Senate Floor (22-10) 

Assembly Floor (41-34) 
Assembly Concurrence (41-28) 

Existing law does not "ban" the manufacture, sale, etc., of so-called "Saturday Night Special" handguns. 

This bill is a "trailer bill" contingent upon the enactment of SB 500 (Polanco) which would restrict the sale and manufacture of "nonsporting handguns" which are generally referred to as "Saturday Night Specials." This bill creates a specific exception from the prohibitions contained in SB 500 for single-action "Cowboy-style" revolvers, so that SB 500: 

"shall all not apply to a single-action revolver that has at least a five-cartridge capacity with a barrel length of not less than three inches, and meets any of the following specifications: 

(a) Was originally manufactured prior to 1900 and is a curio or relic, as defined in Section 178.11 of Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b) Has an overall length measured parallel to the barrel of at least seven and one-half inches when the handle, frame or receiver, and barrel are assembled. 

(c) Has an overall length measured parallel to the barrel of at least seven and one-half inches when the handle, frame or receiver, and barrel are assembled and that is currently approved for importation into the United State pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of Section 925 of Title 18 of the United States Code." 

AB 491 (Keeley): Chapter 460: Firearms: Criminal Storage. 

(Amends Sections 12035 and 12071 of, and adds Section 12036 to, Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (8-4) Senate Public Safety (6-1) 

Assembly Appropriations (11-8) Senate Floor (21-16) 

Assembly Floor (39-29) 
Assembly Floor (42-35) 

Assembly Concurrence (43-33) 

Existing law provides that: 

1) "Criminal storage of a firearm in the first degree" occurs when a person keeps any loaded firearm within any premise which is under his or her custody or control and he or she knows, or reasonably should know, that a child under fourteen years of age is likely to gain access to the firearm without the permission of his or her parent or guardian, and the child obtains access to the firearm and thereby causes death or great bodily injury to himself, herself, or any other person. (Penal Code Section 12035 (b)(1).) 

2) "Criminal storage of a firearm in the second degree" occurs when a person keeps any loaded firearm within any premise which is under his or her custody or control and he or she knows, or reasonably should know, that a child under fourteen years of age is likely to gain access to the firearm without the permission of his or her parent or guardian, and the child gains access to the firearm and thereby causes injury, other than great bodily injury, to himself, herself, or any other person, or exhibits the firearm either in a public place or brandishes it in violation of Penal Code Section 417. (Penal Code Section 12035(b)(2).) 

Various exceptions and conditions are provided, such as a defense if the firearm is stored in a locked container, or with a locking device on the weapon, or if the child entered the premises illegally. 

This bill 

1) Raises to sixteen years of age the definition of a child for the existing law pertaining to criminal storage of a firearm, thereby expanding the existing law. 

2) Expands the elements of the existing crime by making criminal storage of a firearm in the second degree apply when the child "carries" the firearm to a public place, instead of requiring the child to "exhibit" the firearm in a public place. 

3) Adds a new section in law with a new penalty for criminal storage of a handgun, whether loaded or not, applicable to any person who keeps a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, loaded or unloaded, within any premise that is under his or her custody or control and he or she knows, or reasonably should know, a child under sixteen years of age is likely to gain access to that firearm without the permission of the child's parent or legal guardian, and the child obtains access to that firearm and thereafter carries that firearm off-premises, as specified. Violations shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both imprisonment and fine. 

3) Adds to that new section pertaining to the criminal storage of a handgun that the weapon may be confiscated as a nuisance by local law enforcement, pursuant to Penal Code Section 12028. 

4) Adds to both existing law and the proposed new law that a defense to criminal storage includes that the child subsequently commits a crime with the firearm and is remanded to adult court. 

5) Requires licensed firearms dealers include in required posted notices: "If you keep a loaded firearm, or a firearm concealable upon the person, within any premises under your custody or control, and a person under sixteen gains access to the firearm, you may be guilty of a misdemeanor or a felony, unless you stored the firearm in a locked container, or locked the firearm with a locking device, to keep it from temporarily functioning." 

This bill makes related changes. 

AB 689 (Bowler): Chapter 235: Firearms. 

(Amends Sections 12001, 12076, and 12078 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (8-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (21-0) Senate Appropriations (11-0) 

Assembly Floor (80-0) Senate Floor (35-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (72-0) 

Existing law exempts transactions with full-time paid peace officers, law enforcement representatives from government agencies, certain operation of law transactions, and intra-familial firearms transactions from the usual firearms dealer processing requirement for the transfer of firearms in California. However, all these transactions must be registered with the Department of Justice (DOJ) and a fee is submitted to DOJ to cover the registration costs. (Penal Code Section 12078.) 

Existing law authorizes DOJ to register transactions relating to handguns in the Automated Firearm System (AFS) Unit for persons who are exempt from dealer processing or are otherwise exempt by statute from reporting processes upon their request. (Penal Code Section 12078(l).) 

This bill does the following: 

1) Authorizes the Department of Justice to participate in the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), to the extent that funding is available, and to notify licensed firearms dealers if the purchaser is a person prohibited from acquiring a firearm under federal law. 

2) Revises the existing law enforcement exemption to require, prior to the delivery, transfer, or sale of any firearm, presentation of written authorization from the head of the agency authorizing the transaction to the person from whom the purchase, delivery, or transfer is being made. The bill also requires, within ten days of the date a concealable firearm is acquired by the agency, a record of the firearm transfer to be entered as an institutional weapon into the Automated Firearms System (AFS) via the California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) by the law enforcement or state agency. 

This bill also revises the existing "definition" in Penal Code Section 12001(m) of the Dangerous Weapons' Control Law to provide that: "Each application that requires any firearms eligibility determination involving the issuance of any license, permit, or certificate pursuant to this title shall include two copies of the applicant's fingerprints on forms prescribed by the Department of Justice. One copy of the fingerprints may be submitted to the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation." 

AB 991 (Shelley & Perata): Chapter 462: Firearms. 

(Adds Section 5343.5 to Food and Agricultural Code, amends Sections 11106, 12001, 12026.2, 12072, 12076, 12077, and 12082 of Penal Code, and amends Section 20 of Chapter 1326 of the Statutes of 1992.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (5-2) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (12-8) Senate Appropriations (8-4) 

Assembly Floor (41-33) Senate Floor (25-12) 

Assembly Concurrence (43-30) 

Existing law generally requires that the sale, loan or transfer of a firearm in California must be conducted through a state-licensed firearms dealer or through a local sheriff's department in counties of less than 200,000 population. A ten-day waiting period, background check, and handgun safety certificate for handgun transfers are required prior to delivery of the firearm. (Penal Code Sections 1203(e)(13), 11106, and 12072(c) and (d) and 12084.) 

This bill does the following: 

· Adds a new definition to law for a "personal handgun importer" as a person who is not otherwise "licensed" regarding sale of firearms; who owns a handgun; who acquired that handgun outside of California; and who moves into and becomes a resident of this state after January 1, 1998. 

· Requires a "personal handgun importer" to, within 60 days of bringing a handgun into this state, to either forward information about the person and handgun to the Department of Justice (DOJ); sell or transfer the firearm pursuant to law to another party (through a dealer) or to a dealer; or sell or transfer the handgun to a sheriff or police department; all as specified. (Violations would be punishable as a misdemeanor; a one year statute of limitations applies pursuant to Penal Code Section 802.) These provisions would not apply to a person who reports his or her ownership of a concealable firearm after the grace periods specified in these provisions if the violation occurs as a result of the person submitting the prescribed report specified in these provisions. 

· Provides that if a "personal handgun importer" attempts to transfer a handgun to another person through a licensed dealer, but the transfer cannot be completed, then that attempt shall comply with the registration requirements added by this bill. 

· Requires the DOJ, working with the DMV, to notify persons of the requirements pertaining to a "personal handgun importer." 

· Requires California residents who are federally licensed curio and relic firearms collectors who lawfully acquire a curio or relic handgun outside this state to report the acquisition of that firearm to the DOJ within five days of transporting the firearm into this state. (Violations would be punishable as a misdemeanor; a one year statute of limitations applies pursuant to Penal Code Section 802.) 

· States legislative intent that the new requirements pertaining to "personal handgun importers" and curio and relics collectors shall not constitute a "continuing offense" and the statute of limitations for commencing a prosecution for a violation commences on the date the applicable grace period expires. 

This bill makes related changes. 

AB 1124 (Aroner): VETOED: Firearms: Trigger Locks. 

(Amends Sections 12071, 12072, and 12080 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (5-3) Senate Public Safety (6-1) 

Assembly Appropriations (12-5) Senate Appropriations, SR 28.8 

Assembly Floor (41-32) Senate Floor (22-15) 

Existing law generally requires any sale, loan, or transfer of a firearm shall be made through a licensed firearms dealer or, in counties of fewer than 200,000 persons, a sheriff's department that elects to provide such services. (Penal Code Sections 12071, 12072, 12082, 12084.) 

Existing law requires the Department of Justice (DOJ) to prepare a pamphlet summarizing California firearms laws, to offer the pamphlet at actual cost to dealers who shall have the pamphlet available for sale to firearms purchasers and transferees, and provides that dealers may add the cost of the pamphlet to the sale price of firearms. 

This bill does the following: 

1) Requires licensed firearms dealers to provide the purchaser or transferee of a firearm with a trigger lock or similar device designed for that firearm to prevent the unintentional discharge of the firearm. 

2) Makes that requirement effective on July 1, 1998. 

3) Exempts a relic, curio, memorabilia, or display firearm from that requirement. 

4) Requires the licensed dealer provide each purchaser or transferee with a copy of the DOJ pamphlet regarding California firearms laws. 

5) Requires the DOJ include in that pamphlet the penalties for unlawful storage of firearms and the most recent statistics for firearms used in suicide and accidental shootings in this state. 

AB 1221 (Aroner): Chapter 463: Firearms: Ammunition and Reloaded Ammunition. 

(Amends Section 12316 of the Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (9-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (11-6) Senate Floor (21-10) 

Assembly Floor (57-5) 
Assembly Floor (46-23 

Assembly Concurrence (41-28) 

Existing law provides any person, corporation, or dealer who sells ammunition or reloaded ammunition to a person knowing that person to be a minor under eighteen years of age shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail for a term not to exceed six months, or by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both the imprisonment and fine. (Penal Code Section 12316.) 

This bill does the following: 

1) Amends Penal Code Section 12316 to additionally make it unlawful for any person, 

corporation or dealer to sell any ammunition or reloaded ammunition designed and intended for use in a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person to a person knowing that person to be under twenty-one years of age--punishable as a misdemeanor. 

(2) Uses/references the Penal Code Section 12323(a) definition of handgun ammunition ("principally for use" in such firearms). 

(3) Provides that where ammunition or reloaded ammunition may be used in both a rifle and a handgun, federal law shall be considered for purposes of enforcing this subparagraph. 

Note: Federal law makes it unlawful for ". . . any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector to sell or deliver (1) any . . . ammunition to any individual who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe is less than eighteen years of age, and, if the . . . ammunition is other than . . . ammunition for a shotgun or rifle, to any individual who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe is less than twenty-one years of age." (18 USCS @ 922(b)(1)(1997).) 

AB 1468 (Runner): Chapter 744: Concealed Firearms: Reserve or Auxiliary Peace Officers. 

(Amends Section 12050 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (5-0) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Floor (58-9) Senate Floor (38-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (72-5) 

Existing law provides that a sheriff or police chief may issue a person a license to carry concealed a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person if specified conditions exist. In counties with a population under 200,000 a sheriff or police chief may issue a permit for loaded and exposed pistol, revolver. or other firearm. Such licenses are generally good for one year. If such a license is issued to a Section 830.6 reserve peace officer, the license is valid for three years. (Penal Code Section 12050(a).) 

This bill adds a specific new discretionary authority for a sheriff or police chief to issue a concealed weapons license to a person that sheriff or police chief has deputized or appointed as a Section 830.6 reserve peace officer (regardless of the residency of that reserve peace officer). 

This bill provides that direct or indirect fees for such licenses may be waived. 

This bill also provides that the fact that an applicant for a concealed weapons has been deputized or appointed as a peace officer pursuant to subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 830.6 shall be considered only for the purpose of issuing a license pursuant to this new authority in law and shall not be considered for the purpose of issuing a license under the general provisions of Section 12050. In addition, a license issued pursuant to this new authority pertaining to reserve peace officers is valid for any period of time not to exceed three years from the date of the license. The license shall be invalid upon the conclusion of the person's appointment pursuant to Section 830.6 if the three-year period has not otherwise expired or any other condition imposed pursuant to this section does not limit the validity of the license to a shorter time period. 

