V. DEATH PENALTY / CAPITAL CASES 

SB 513 (Lockyer): Chapter 869: Appellate Representation: State Public Defender: California Habeas Resource Center. 

(Amends Sections 15402 and 15421 of Government Code and adds Chapter 21, Section 68650 et seq. to Government Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Previous votes not relevant Assembly Floor (79-0) 

Senate Concurrence (36-1) 

Note: SB 1088 (Lockyer) was amended in a Conference Committee on September 9, 1997. Further amendments were necessary following the Conference report and therefore the contents of SB 1088, along with those amendments, were placed in this bill on September 10, 1997. Thus, all votes prior to the second Assembly floor vote are not relevant to the chaptered version of the bill. See also SB 991 (Calderon), which dealt with the same subject matter, but which was not enacted. 

Existing law establishes the Office of the State Public Defender, as specified, and specifies the powers and duties of that office. It also authorizes the Supreme Court to appoint and employ specified personnel, including phonographic reporters, assistants, secretaries, librarians, and bailiffs. 

This bill would revise the existing authorization for representation by the State Public Defender to authorize the State Public Defender to represent any person financially unable to employ appellate counsel in capital cases, and in specified noncapital appeals; and to hire additional counsel and support staff, as specified. The bill would also create the California Habeas Resource Center in the judicial branch of state government, specify its powers and duties, and provide for an executive director and board of directors, appointed as specified. The bill would also require the Judicial Council and the Supreme Court to adopt rules of court setting competency standards for appointed counsel in death penalty appeals and habeas corpus proceedings; and authorize the Supreme Court to compensate appointed counsel in death penalty appeals and postconviction proceedings at a rate of at least $125 per hour, as specified, and to raise the limit on investigative and other expenses for such counsel, as specified, to $25,000 without an order to show cause. 

AB 566 (McClintock): Chapter 100: Death Penalty. 

(Amends Sections 679.03 and 3605 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (10-2) Senate Public Safety (7-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (21-0) Senate Floor (36-0) 

Assembly Floor (69-2) 
Existing law requires the warden of a state prison to be present at the execution of a judgment of death and requires him or her to invite the presence of two physicians, the Attorney General, and at least twelve reputable citizens of his or her choice. 

This bill requires the warden also to invite the members of the immediate family of the victim or victims of the defendant if a member so requests in writing. 

