I. CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

SB 1092 (Lockyer): VETOED: Victims of Crime. 

(Adds Section 13967.6 to Government Code, amends and renumbers Sections 18966 and 18966.1 of, amends, renumbers, and adds Section 18965 of, and adds Sections 18965.1, 18965.2, and 18965.3 to, Welfare and Institutions Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Senate Public Safety (8-0) Assembly Public Safety (8-0) 

Senate Appropriations (12-0) Assembly Appropriations (13-6) 

Senate Floor (38-0) Assembly Floor (73-3) 

Senate Concurrence (39-0) 

Existing law continuously appropriates the proceeds in the Restitution Fund to the State Board of Control for the purpose of indemnifying persons who file claims as victims of crime, as specified. Existing law authorizes the Office of Child Abuse Prevention in the State Department of Social Services to make grants to fund various programs relating to child abuse prevention. 

This bill requires the Governor's budget to specify the estimated amount in the Restitution Fund in excess of the amount needed by the Victims of Crime Program so that excess funds can be appropriated to the Office of Child Abuse Prevention for a new program to assist child victims, as specified. A county board of supervisors could apply for funds for programs for child abuse and child crime services. 

AB 1065 (Goldsmith): Chapter 844: Child Abuse Reports: Dependent Children. 

(Amends Sections 11167.5 and 11170 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Judiciary (15-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Appropriations (21-0) Senate Appropriations (9-0) 

Assembly Floor (76-0) Senate Floor (38-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (78-0) 

Existing law requires the Department of Justice to maintain an index of all reports of child abuse, and requires the department to notify a child protective agency that submits a report of known or suspected child abuse of any information maintained in the index that is relevant to that report of abuse. Under existing law, the reports of child abuse and the information contained in them are confidential, and unauthorized disclosure is a misdemeanor. The Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act also authorizes the department to charge the person or entity making the request a fee whenever information contained in these files is furnished to the State Department of Social Services as the result of certain applications for employment or licensing, and requires that all moneys received for this purpose be deposited in the Department of Justice Sexual Habitual Offender Fund, for expenditure to offset various costs. 

This bill expands the list of agencies and persons to whom reports of suspected child abuse and information contained in them may be disclosed. This bill includes in that list child protective agencies responsible for making placements and persons who have been identified by the Department of Justice as listed in the Child Abuse Central Index, pursuant to a request by a child protective agency responsible for making placements. This bill also requires the department to make available to any child protective agency responsible for placing dependent children, upon request, relevant information concerning child abuse reports contained in the index, as specified. This bill also requires that upon receipt of this information, the child protective agency must provide written notice to the person identified by the department, notifying that person he or she is in the index. This bill requires that all monies received under this provision to process trustline applications for purposes of provisions contained in AB 753 (Chapter 843, Statutes of 1997) relating to child care provider registration be deposited in a special account in the General Fund created by this bill, as specified. The monies in this fund would be available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for expenditure by the department to offset the costs incurred to process trustline applications. 

AB 1536 (Wright): Chapter 24: Child Abuse and Neglect: Reports. 

(Amends Section 11167.5 of Penal Code.) 

Legislative History: 

Assembly Public Safety (11-0) Senate Public Safety (8-0) 

Assembly Floor (76-0) Senate Floor (38-0) 

Assembly Concurrence (80-0) 

Existing law allows the Board of Prison Terms to subpoena a confidential report of suspected child abuse for use in a parole revocation proceeding where the reports are not unfounded and concern only the current incidents underlying such a proceeding. (Penal Code Section 11167.5.) An unfounded report is defined as a "report which is determined by a child protective agency investigator to be false, to be inherently improbable, to involve an accidental injury, or not to constitute child abuse." (Penal Code Section 11165.12.) 

This bill allows the Board of Prison Terms to subpoena an employee of a county welfare department who could provide relevant evidence and reports which concern a parole revocation proceeding when a parolee is charged with child abuse. 

