EDITOR'S NOTES

Copies of this document may be purchased for $5.50 per copy (plus shipping and handling), plus current California sales tax. from Senate Publications, 1020 N Street, Room B-53, Sacramento, CA 95814. Make checks payable to Senate Rules Committee. Please include Senate Publication Number 878-S when ordering. Senate Publications may be reached at (916) 327-2155. In addition to the information provided in this Internet version, the 160-page bound document contains committee and floor votes, an index by author, an index by bill number, and a table of sections affected. 

Bill histories and related documents - This summary contains unofficial descriptions of bills that the Senate Committee on Criminal Procedure hopes you will find useful. For more detailed information on any of these bills, you can search by bill number to find the complete bill history, all versions of the bill, Legislative Counsel's official summary, analyses, and votes. 

Effective date of bills - effect of urgency clause - Article IV, Section 8(c) of the California Constitution provides that: “...a statute enacted at a regular session shall go into effect on January 1 next following a 90- day period from the date of enactment of the statute” and “urgency statutes shall go into effect immediately upon their enactment.” Regardless of the date a bill takes effect, some measures do have a delayed “operative” date for all or part of the measure; that is most common when a start-up period may be useful in order to prepare for the measure’s impact. Urgency measures are denoted by *. 

Contingent measures - some bills have language added which makes them operative, if enacted, only if another measure - or measures - are also enacted. 

Sunset dates - some measures have sunset dates which make them inoperative unless a later enacted statute becomes effective on or before the sunset date, which deletes or extends the date on which it becomes inoperative. 

Not all bills which create a new crime included in this summary - the Senate Committee on Criminal Procedure jurisdiction does not always include measures which involve misdemeanor criminal penalties. For example, the Miller-Ayala Athlete Agents Act, a new statutory scheme enacted during 1996 applicable to sports agents, has a penalty for violations of imprisonment up to one year in a county jail, a fine of not more than $50,000, or both the imprisonment and fine. Those measures are not in this summary since they were not assigned to the Senate Committee on Criminal Procedure. (That Act is Chapters 857 and 858 of the Statutes of 1996.) 

Conflicts and “double-jointing” language - if two or more measures both amend the same statutory section in the same year, then whichever measure is chaptered/enacted last will “chapter out” any changes made by the earlier measure(s) unless the last enacted bill contains double-jointing language which provides that both the changes to the section made by the earlier measure(s) and the last enacted bill are to take effect. It may generally be assumed that measures in this summary which amend the same statutory section have the requisite double-jointing language so that all of the changes made by all of the measures will take effect. However, there are notes included in this summary which indicate circumstances where double-jointing language was not included and the last measure enacted did in fact “chapter out” the changes made by the previously enacted bills. (See, for example, SB 318, SB 1701, and AB 2035.) 

Categorization of bills - many of the bills in this summary could be categorized under several different subjects. It is presumed that this summary is short enough that anyone wishing to find all of the bills which may affect them may simply skim the entire summary and identify all of the new laws of interest.

