I. CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

AB 2153 (Kuehl): Chapter 882: Harmful Matter: Photographs of Minors. (Adds Penal Code Section 1417.8.) 

Existing law requires the clerk of the court to retain all exhibits that have been introduced or filed in a criminal proceeding and to establish a procedure to account for the exhibits properly until the final determination of the proceeding. Existing law also defines harmful matter as matter which, taken as a whole, to the average person, applying contemporary statewide standards, appeals to the prurient interest, and which, taken as a whole, depicts or describes sexual conduct in a patently offensive way, and lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors. 

This bill provides that a photograph of a minor that is harmful matter, introduced or filed as an exhibit in specified criminal proceedings, shall be available only to the parties or to a person named in a court order to receive it prior to the final determination of the proceeding. The bill provides that after the final determination of the proceeding, the photograph shall be preserved with the permanent record maintained by the court, that no person shall have access to the photograph without a court order, and that any copy, negative, reprint, or other duplication of the photograph shall be delivered to the clerk for disposal. 

AB 2258 (Kuykendall): Chapter 460: Child Abuse: Sentencing Enhancements. (Amends Penal Code Section 273ab.) 

Existing law provides that a person having the care or custody of a child under 8 years of age who assaults the child, as provided, resulting in the child's death, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for 15 years to life. 

This bill increases the penalty for a violation of this provision to 25 years to life. 

AB 2936 (Cunneen): Chapter 988: Child Abduction. (Amends Family Code Sections 3411, 6240, 6250, 6251, 6252, and 6253; adds Family Code Section 3134.5; amends Penal Code Section 868.5; and, repeals and adds Penal Code Section 277 et seq.) 

This bill amends various sections of the Family Code to provide for the return of children who have been abducted or concealed. 

This bill reorganizes and revises the Penal Code relating to child abduction. 

AB 3215 (Hawkins): Chapter 1090: Child Abuse: Terms of Probation. (Amends Penal Code Sections 273a and 273d; and, adds Penal Code Section 273.1.) 

Existing law provides penalties for child abuse. 

This bill provides that if a person is convicted of specified child abuse offenses, the court shall require specified minimum conditions of probation, including: (1) mandatory minimum periods of probation; (2) criminal court protective orders protecting the victim from further acts of violence or threats, and, if appropriate, residence exclusion or stay-away conditions; (3) successful completion of no less than one year of a child abuser's treatment counseling program to be paid by the defendant if he or she is able; and (4) and abstinence from the use of drugs or alcohol and subjection to random drug testing if the offense was committed while the defendant was under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

AB 3354 (Brown): Chapter 1081: Child Abuse: Mandatory Reporting: Members of the Clergy (Amends Penal Code Sections 11165.8, 11166, 11166.5, 11170, and 11172; and, adds Penal Code Section 11165.17.) 

Existing law requires specified individuals, including child care custodians and health practitioners, to report known or suspected instances of child abuse to child protective agencies, except as provided. 

This bill additionally requires members of the clergy to report known or suspected instances of child abuse to child protective agencies, as provided. The bill exempts from its reporting requirement a clergy member who acquires knowledge or reasonable suspicion of child abuse during a penitential communication, as defined, and makes additional conforming changes. 

