Time line of Important Events at UC Irvine

1995
UCI Center for Reproductive Health doctors are accused of stealing patients’ eggs and implanting them in other unknowing patients.  Two doctors flee the country and another is convinced of felony fraud.
1995
CEO of Irvine medical center fired.
1996
UC panel recommends strengthening oversight of fertility clinics.
1997
UCI voluntarily closes its organ and tissue bank because of insufficient oversight and equipment.
1999
UCI fired director of its willed body program after he was discovered to have sold donated body parts for personal financial gain.
2000
UCI Medical Center CEO, Mark Laret leaves to move to UC San Francisco Medical Center.
2000
UCI created independent panel to provide a blueprint for improving leadership, ethics and oversight at the School of Medicine.  Report recommends better oversight.
2000
Dr. Ralph Cygan assumes position as CEO of UCI Medical Center.
2002
Peer review of transplant program occurs.
2004
United Network for Organ Sharing moves to shut down UCI Liver transplant program.  Assurance by UCI that a full-time surgeon would be hired allay concerns and program continues.
May 2004
Department of Health Services informs UCI that the liver transplant program no longer meets Medi-Cal standards and does not qualify for reimbursement.
July 2004
UCSD surgeon begins on-call coverage for liver transplants at UCI while based primarily at UCSD.
July 2005
Michael Drake, M.D., becomes Chancellor of UCI.
November 2005
Federal Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services informs UCI that it has rescinded Medicare payment approval for liver transplants performed at the UCI center.
November 2005
UCI Chancellor Drake promptly closes liver transplant program after Medicare probe reveals mismanagement of patients, lack of proper staffing, low volume of transplants and low survival rates.
December 2005
Medical Board closes investigation on cardiology program without taking any action.
February 2006
UCI Medical center put on probation by the United Network for Organ Sharing, a national organization that oversees transplants.
February 2006
Dr Ralph Cygan, CEO of UCI Medical Center resigns and UCI announces a new Vice Chancellor position to provide greater oversight of the medical school and medical center.
February 2006
Liver Transplant Review Committee completes report.
February 2006
UCSD removes Dr. Hart as director of its abdominal transplant program saying he helped mislead regulators abut problems that eventually forced the closure of the UCI liver transplant program.
April 2006

FBI delivers subpoena to officials at UCI.
2009

Planned demolition of old hospital.
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