Joint Informational Hearing 
of the
Senate Health Committee (Senator Ortiz, Chair)
Assembly Health Committee (Assemblymember Chan, Chair)
Senate Subcommittee on Aging and Long-Term Care (Senator Alquist, Chair)
Assembly Aging and Long-Term Care Committee (Assemblymember Berg. Chair)

Senate Budget Subcommittee No. 3 (Senator Ducheny, Chair)
Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 1 (Assemblymember De La Torre, Chair)
“Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage: 
Challenges of Implementation and Status of State Assistance Efforts”
Wednesday, February 1, 2006

1:30 p.m.

State Capitol, Room 4202
I. Opening Remarks from Committee Chairs

II. The State Experience 
· Tracy Patterson, Medicare and Medi-Cal Beneficiary, Citrus Heights

· Marta Erismann, Community Outreach Coordinator, California Health Advocates

· Michael Negrete, PharmD, Vice President of Clinical Affairs, California Pharmacists Association

· Stan Rosenstein, Director of Medical Services, Department of Health Services

III. Federal Response, Planning, and Mitigation 

· Jeff Flick, Regional Administrator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Region IX

· Calise I. Muñoz, Esq., Regional Director - Region IX, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
IV. Representatives from Plans Providing Medicare Drug Coverage 

· Susan Rawlings, Senior Vice President and President, Senior Services, The Wellpoint Companies
· Virginia White, Senior Vice President and Chief Clinical Officer, Health Net Pharmaceutical Services 

· Tom Paul, Chief Pharmacy Officer, United/PacifiCare
V. Response and Recommendations from Advocates 

· David Lipschutz, Staff Attorney, California Health Advocates 

· Angela Gilliard, Legislative Advocate, Western Center on Law and Poverty 

· Gary Passmore, Legislative Coordinator, Congress of California Seniors 

· Marty Omoto, Director, California Disability Community Action Network
· Ramón Castellblanch, PhD, Representative, Senior Action Network and California Alliance of Retired Americans 
VI. Public Comment 
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