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I. Introductions:
Senator Deborah Ortiz, Chair, Senate Health and Human Services Committee

Senator Bruce McPherson, Chair, Senate Public Safety Committee

Other members present

II. Overview:
Jack Hailey – Consultant, Senate Office of Research

III. Problems with process of granting exemptions:
The Orange County Register articles identified several problems related to the state’s process of granting exemptions to individuals with criminal histories, including:  exemptions have been granted even when an individual has had convictions for nonexemptible crimes, for individuals who should not be entrusted to be in contact with children, and when people have lied about their criminal histories in the application process; the required letters of reference are provided by people who do not know that the applicant is applying to work in child care and that the person has been convicted of one or more crimes; and generally that exemptions are processed with little scrutiny and oversight. 

· Elaine Howle – State Auditor, California Bureau of State Audits

· Martha Lopez – Deputy Director, Community Care Licensing Division
Department of Social Services

IV. Problems with background checks and subsequent arrest information:
The Orange County Register identified various problems which result in the state being unaware of subsequent arrests of individuals already employed and cleared to work in child care, thereby rendering the state unable to respond responsibly.  The Orange County Register indicated that background checks are cursory and miss or ignore information, and that the Department of Social Services, the Department of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation have incomplete data bases.  According to the Register, 30 percent of crimes never get reported to the Department of Justice.

· Elaine Howle – State Auditor, California Bureau of State Audits

· Martha Lopez – Deputy Director, Community Care Licensing Division

Department of Social Services

· Tina Medich – Assistant Chief, Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information

· Debbie Hesse – Assistant Chief, Bureau of Criminal Information and Analysis

V. Privacy issues:
Prior to the CBS lawsuit, the state maintained that it was prohibited by law from releasing information on individuals with criminal histories for whom the state has granted exemptions to work in child care.  The CBS case has resulted in the state, upon request, providing the names of individuals who have been granted exemptions.  In response to the Orange County Register series, the Governor ordered providers to inform parents if any employee in the facility has an exemption.  The Governor also required providers to make licensing inspection reports
available to parents, which have not been readily available as required by law, according to the Orange County Register.  Finally, Senator Dunn introduced a bill to allow parents to learn the crimes for which these individuals have been convicted by contacting the Department of Social Services.

· Elaine Howle – State Auditor, California Bureau of State Audits

· Martha Lopez – Deputy Director, Community Care Licensing Division
Department of Social Services

· Patti Siegel – Executive Director, California Child Care Resource and
Referral Network

· Chris Clearey – Managing Attorney, Child Care Law Center

· Dolores Meade – State President, California Child Development 
Administrators Association

· Cathy Barankin – Legislative Advocate, YMCA

· Kerry Woodward – Director, Cedar Creek Montessori School

· Wendy Burri – Director, Carmichael Presbyterian Preschool

VI. General safety issues:
The Orange County Register series identified the following issues and problems which threaten the safety of children in licensed child care:

1. A high percentage of child care facilities do not get background checks for their employees until caught.

2. There is an absence of data which could determine whether children are less safe in the care of individuals with criminal histories.

3. Many child care facilities are overcrowded, neglect children, and hire unqualified, incompetent providers.

4. Many facilities have remained open and licensed even after being cited multiple times for neglect and overcrowding.

· Elaine Howle – State Auditor, California Bureau of State Audits

· Martha Lopez – Deputy Director, Community Care Licensing Division Department of Social Services

· Patti Siegel – Executive Director, California Child Care Resource and
Referral Network

· Chris Clearey – Managing Attorney, Child Care Law Center

· Dolores Meade – State President, California Child Development
Administrators Association

· Cathy Barankin – Legislative Advocate, YMCA

· Kerry Woodward – Director, Cedar Creek Montessori School

· Wendy Burri  – Director, Carmichael Presbyterian Preschool

VII. Public testimony
