March 2010
Committee Issues New Report
The Williamson Act: Past, Present, Future?
The Senate Local Government Committee has released the summary of its March 3, 2010 oversight hearing that explored the past, present, and future of the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 --- better known as the Williamson Act.

County officials, conservation groups, and landowners generally support the continuation of this 45-year old statute which currently affects 16.6 million acres of farms, ranches, and open space.  However, many worry that the conservation program will go away if state officials don’t restore the subventions paid to the participating counties.  The legislators talked about finding alternative revenues for the state subventions, statutory changes to focus attention on farm and ranch land of statewide importance, water transfers that reduce agricultural productivity, and how other states use income tax relief instead of use-value property taxation.
The report includes summaries of what the speakers told the legislators, which the Committee’s staff later distilled into seven findings.  The Committee’s new report also reprints the staff’s 14-page briefing paper, plus all of the written materials that the legislators received from the speakers and others.  Copies of The Williamson Act: Past, Present, Future? are now available from:

Senate Publications & Flags

1020 N Street, Room B-53


Sacramento CA 95814

Single copies cost $10.60, including shipping and sales tax.  Discounts are available for multiple copies.  Make checks payable to the Senate Rules Committee.  Credit cards not accepted.  Ask for stock number 1460-S.
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